
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, 04 September 2005 

INH/Cir 17/2005 
 

My Dear Confreres, 
 

Cordial greetings of peace and joy from Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad. 
 

 

Opportune Times for Renewal 
Sprucing up for the centennial celebrations of the Salesian presence in India, a 

national retreat for 54 young confreres in temporary vows was organised at Don 

Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad from 21-27 August 2005 with representatives 

from all the Indian Salesian provinces. The retreat was animated by Rev. Fr. Loddy 

Pires giving the younger generation a wonderful flavour of Salesian spirituality. 

Besides this, a centenary Retreat for the Perpetually Professed Brothers and Priests 

was also held in our Provincial House from 29 August to Sunday, 04 September 2005. 

With participants from all over India, the retreatants had a very concrete living 

experience of the Salesian Charism and strengthening of the Salesian aspects of their 

vocation under the able guidance of Rev. Fr. Loddy Pires, the Animator of the Retreat. 

We were privileged to have these retreats in our province. In name of the Province of 

St. Joseph, Hyderabad, I extend to him our deep felt sentiments of gratitude and 

appreciation. I would like to thank on behalf of the province Fr. Rajanna, our Vice 

Provincial and Fr. M.Saju, the administrator of the provincial house for organizing 

these two centenary retreats which are held at our provincial house. 
 

The Lord God summons his own folk to “come away to a deserted place all by 

yourselves and rest a while” (Mk. 6, 31) in His company. For Don Bosco the spiritual 

exercises were like a perennial treasure trove, for our mission demands a constant and 

continuous conversion. Every month by means of a day of retreat, every quarterly 

through the regional recollections and every year in the week-long spiritual exercises, 

we are given occasions for spiritual renewal which Don Bosco considered the 

fundamental part and the synthesis of all practices of piety during which, aware of our 

weaknesses, we respond by sincere repentance and mutual forgiveness (Const. 91). 

This is a spiritual pause to avoid the risk of superficiality and the ravages of time. For 

the community and for every Salesian these are privileged moments to enter into a 

threefold path of self-renewal by: 
 

1. Listening to the Word of God 

2. Discerning His will and 

3. Purifying our hearts  (Const. 91) 
 

Discovering the fruits of the Spirit during the centenary renewal programmes let us 

recommit ourselves to the practices of monthly and tri-monthly spiritual exercises as 

envisaged in our constitutions (Article 91 and Regulation 72), and beseech the Lord to 

foster within us a sense of the divine at all times in our relentless zeal for the young.  



Centenary Celebrations - Provincial level  
In my last circular I had sent a list of the programmes taken up by various provincial 

commissions in view of the centenary celebrations in our province. The Youth 

Pastoral Team is organizing a one-day programme in our presences for the youth. Fr. 

Vice Provincial will contact you with regard to organization of this programme. I 

invite you all to extend your collaboration to the youth pastoral team and other 

provincial commissions, to benefit by this opportunity and animate the youth in your 

region to know and love our father and founder Don Bosco and Salesian mission in 

India. 
 

Live-In Programme 
Fr. Godfrey, the Director of Prafulta, Mumbai had conducted two distinct Live-In 

Programmes in our province. To make the Live-In Programmes more operative and 

effective, a two-day Live-In Programme was organised in the Province from 18 

August 2005 for 32 participants who were either Rectors or In Charges. The focus was 

on Life of fraternal communion in the province. The spirit of fraternal communion as 

envisaged by our Founder Don Bosco as a bond of brotherly love made firm in the 

simple evangelical counsels is a gift of the triune God to enhance the Christian charity 

and fellowship (Project of Life of the Salesians of Don Bosco, 445).  The Live in 

programme was a moment for fraternal and frank sharing to facilitate better 

understanding among the confreres to continue the process of becoming a community 

united in the name of Christ and Don Bosco. 
 

We have had Live-in programmes with two groups of confreres in the province. Three 

more live in programmes will be organised in February 2006, for the confreres, who 

have not participated in the Live-in programmes so far. These progammes will be 

animated by the Fr. Godfrey D’ Sa. The young priests meeting, which is to be held 
on 1–2 October 2005 is post phoned in view of the Live-in programme, which will 
be held in the month of February.  Fr. Vice Provincial will inform about the details 

of the Live-in programme, which will be held in February 2006.  
 

New interventions in the province 
Bosco Seva Kendra has launched a long-term relief programme for the victims of 

Tsunami. It has initiated Literacy programme in the form of bridge schools in 40 

villages and provides drinking water facility in 15 villages. We congratulate Fr. B. 

Sudhakar, the director of BSK for all that he has done to start these interventions. 

These projects are being implemented by the community of Don Bosco, Ongole under 

the supervision of Fr. K.P. Mathew. 
 

A literacy campaign was initiated at YAR centre, Vizag, by Fr. William Kiran Hunt to 

impart the skills of reading and writing for the marginalized children and the urban 

populace in the fishing harbour at Visakahapatnam. Moreover, a new programme for 

the abolition of child labour was also inaugurated at the same center.  
 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
We will be celebrating the birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the principal 

Patroness of our Society, on 8
th

 September. Gladly and gratefully we call to mind the 

divine reassurance given to Johnny Bosco at the age of nine, “I will give you a 



Teacher under whose guidance you will learn and without whose help all knowledge 

becomes foolishness” (B.M. Vol. 1, 95). Devotion to Mary is a permanent attitude of 

the Salesians and a singular trademark of our society, and it reaches a peak on Marian 

solemnities. I wish you a very happy Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary. May the 

permanent and powerful presence of Mother Mary accompany us at all times, and 

make us truly wise in our pilgrimage along with our youngsters towards Christ, the 

goal of our faith-journey. 
 

World Youth Day 
Young people from all over the world gathered in a huge arena at Marienfeld in 

Germany in the city of Cologne. They were vigilant to celebrate in prayer, singing and 

dancing, awaiting the Pope to initiate the 20
th

 World Youth Day from 16-21 August 

2005. Pope Benedict XVI in his maiden foreign trip of his Pontificate celebrated an 

open-air Mass on Sunday during the World Youth Day for a congregation of a million 

people from over 200 countries. The celebration was centered on the theme: “We have 

come to worship Him” (Mt. 2, 2). During the speech he appealed to the young people 

not to make Catholicism a "consumer product", a "do-it-yourself" religion, that one 

could pick and choose the best bits from. "Religion constructed on a do-it-yourself 

basis cannot ultimately help us," he pointed out. "It may be comfortable but at times of 

crisis we are left to ourselves."  The Pope has also announced that Sydney would host 

the next World Youth Day in 2008. 
 

Prayers Requested 
Rev. Fr. Antonio Domenech SDB, the Councillor for Youth Apostolate, has 

undergone a surgery at the University Hospital of Verona. The long and complex 

surgical intervention was successful and post-operative treatment is proceeding 

normally. As he recuperates from his illness, let us be close to Fr Antonio with our 

prayers. 
 

Annual Provincial Visitation 
I have been visiting the various communities of our Province from the end of July 

2005. I thank the Rectors and the Communities for their collaboration for this process 

of animation and fraternal dialogue during the visitation. Please continue to support 

me with your prayers to make the visitation a fruitful experience for all of us. There 

are some alterations in the schedule of the visitation, which will be notified to the 

concerned Communities. 
 

Solidarity Fund  
a. Renovation of Basilica of Mary Help of Christians, Turin 

I would to thank following communities who have made sacrifices to contribute 

generously for the Renovation of Basilica of Mary Help of Christians, Turin. 
 

Don Bosco College - Chandur,  
St. Michael’s Boys Home - Guntur,  

BIRDY, Hyderabad,  

DonBosco, Hyderabad,  

Navajeevan, Hyderabad,  

Don Bosco Philosophate, Karunapuram 

St. John’s Regional Seminary, Kondadaba 

Don Bosco, Kurnool 

Don Bosco Premnivas, Mangalagiri 
Don Bosco, Monoharabad 

Don Bosco, Ongole 

Don Bosco, Punganur 

Don Bosco, Raptadu 

Assumption Church, Pezzonipet 

Navajeevan, Vijaywada 



I appeal to those communities who have not yet made any contribution to do so at the 

earliest. 
 

b. Fund for Poor Boys in Technical Schools: 

I would like also thank Fr. Louis Babu and the Community of Don Bosco, Gunadala, 

who have generously contributed for the Don Bosco Technical School Poor Boys 

fund. This is one of the resolutions we have passed in June Rectors meeting to start a 

fund to help poor boys who are coming to our technical schools. I would like to 

remind all the communities to send your contributions in favour of D B Tech. Poor 

Boys fund. 
 

Condolences 

We have just received the sad news of the death of Fr. Joseph Commandu SDB of the 

Province of Chennai on Sunday 4
th

 September 2005, at 6.30a.m. He was at the St. 

Bedes Community, Chennai. His funeral was held at 9.30a.m on Monday, 5
th

 

September 2005. We remember Fr. Commandu as one of the great Salesians who 

worked in South India and has been a wonderful example of Salesian cheerfulness and 

authenticity. Let us pray for him in a very special way. We offer our condolences to 

the Provincial and the Confreres of the Chennai Province.  
 

We have also received the sad news of the death of Fr. C.T.Jose SDB (Chiramel) who 

was suffering from Hepatitis B and Cancer. He died at 11.55p.m on Sunday 4
th

 

September 2005. He was a member of the Aspirantate Community of Bandal. We 

offer our prayers for him and condolences to the Provincial and the Confreres of the 

Kolkota Province. 
 

Year of the Eucharist 
As the year of the Eucharist will be coming to a conclusion, I would like to remind the 

local communities to organize well-animated progamme to make the Eucharist the 

source and summit of our life and mission. May the daily celebration of the Eucharist 

help us to build communities united in the Lord. May we who break the bread, the 

body of Christ be challenged day of day to break and share our lives with the young 

and all those who are in need. 
 

With the assurance of my prayers during the celebrations of the Holy Eucharist, and 

before the Eucharistic Lord, 
 

Fraternally in Christ Jesus, 

 
Fr. Maddhichetty Noel SDB 

           Provincial 



 

 

 

Programme – September 2005 
 

01    Bosco Samikaya  - Sadum 

02 – 03   Provincial House 

04    Eucharistic Congress for Religious -Hyderabad 

05 – 06  A.P.V. – St. Michael’s Boys Home, Guntur 

07 – 08   A.P.V. – P.T. Parru & Ponnur 

09 – 10   A.P.V. – Don Bosco Junior College, Chandur  

11-12  Provincial House 

13    Advisory Board meeting of KJC - Bangalore    

14 – 17   SPCSA Meeting – Bangalore  

18   Sacred Heart - Tirupattur 

21 – 22   CRI – National Meeting  

25 – 26    Provincial Council 

27-28   A.P.V. - Assumption Church, Pezzonipet, Vijayawada 

29 - 30   Provincial House 

 

 

01                          Kathipudi 

02                          Vizag 

04                         Angadikadav – Visit to Bro. Bala Sundar 

05 – 09             Home Visit (Death Anniversary of his elder brother) 

10 Monthly Recollection 

12   Assumption Church, Pezzonipet 

13 St. Paul’s Regional Seminary, Nuzvid 

14 Don Bosco, Guntupalli 

15 Don Bosco, Gunadala 

16 Navajeevan, Vijayawada 

17 D.B. Premnivas, Mangalagiri 

18 St. Michael’s Boys Home, Guntur 

19 – 20  Bosco Ashram, Ponnur 

24   Day of the Community 

25 – 26  Provincial Council 


