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    07 January 2009
Dear Confreres,

Warm wishes and prayerful greetings from Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad. 
Strenna 2009 – Significance of Communion
On the first of this month, we celebrated the feast of the Holy Family. A closer look at this great feast and the Strenna 2009 given by Fr Pascual Chavez, have a lot in common. The Strenna 2009 reads thus: 
Let us commit ourselves

 to making the Salesian Family 

a vast movement of persons 

for the Salvation of the Young.
The stress is clearly on salvation, but the method of attaining salvation – for oneself and for those entrusted to our care – is one of networking and collaboration. Moving a step further from the monastic style of functioning, the modern religious life is a call to go beyond oneself in total self-giving to God-made-manifest in our immediate neighbour. In this light, the call of the Rector Major to unite hands with all members of the vast Salesian family, for attaining the goal set before us by Christ and Don Bosco, is not a big surprise. However, it calls for greater reflection, understanding and quite a bit of ground work. 
The strength of the ‘family’ lays in its unity for a common purpose. Hence, if we claim to be a ‘family’ we need an intense spirit of communion (harmony), with a convinced desire for synergy (unity of interest) and a mature capacity for networking (unity in planning). Communion, is characterised by a return to basics, a greater expansion, a better understanding of its requirements, greater visibility, greater apostolic and missionary activity. Thanks to the GC 26 and the Provincial Chapter, we have already embarked on a journey to return to the basics and to further strengthen our efforts we need to collectively strive for greater visibility and missionary activity. 

The effort of the Congregation is to create a new culture, mentality and attitude among the different branches of the Salesian family. It is true that each member of the family has a particular mission, yet in a world where networking and collaboration are the key words, effecting considerable success and progress; we too need to unite our abilities so that we can be more effective witnesses of God’s love to the young. 
What began as an individual effort on the streets of Turin, is today being carried forward by not less than 23 groups of the Salesian Family. Called to unity, in the 21st century, we are to model our hearts, poor and sometimes sinful, on that of Jesus in whom God showed Himself to the world as the One who give life, so that humankind may be happy and have life abundantly. 

Striving towards this unity can also be done in a very corporate style, but that is not the intention. We are not looking at a huge organisation that will dictate or sanction from above the things to be done, but a strong spiritual impulse that is capable of revitalising the cells and organs so that these can create the forms of collaboration that are possible. The Rector Major himself points out certain specific areas wherein we, as a united force, can produce greater results: Youth movement, vocation promotion, missions and the world of literature, especially the Bulletin. 

Heeding to this call of the Rector Major, we need to explore ways and means of practically achieving this communion for mission in our own contexts. This month of Don Bosco provides us with a good opportunity to facilitate this. Each community is therefore exhorted to come up with concrete ways of collaboration with the other members of the Family – with the focus clearly on the mission at hand. 
Salesian Brothers’ Congress

The recently concluded 6th Salesian Brothers’ Congress held at Chennai was a beautiful occasion to understand and cherish this dimension of our one Salesian Vocation. Gathered together for this meet, which is held once in five years, were 95 Brothers and 23 Priests. Br Claudio Marangio, the Economer General of the Congregation, along with Fr Maria Arokiam Kanaga, the Regional Councillor for South Asia, too was present for this congress which was held for three days (December 30, 2008 – January 3, 2009). The Brothers conclusively came up with a very impressive statement with clear lines of action, setting before themselves, certain goals to attain before the next Congress. These include, a greater appreciation of the vocation of the Brother (through personal growth programmes and joyful witness in community living) enriching the Salesian vocation (through qualification in fields of aptitude) and greater sensitivity to the social needs of those in our neighbourhood. We congratulate Br Meril Rodrigo, the Convenor, for successfully planning and organising the Congress and facilitating it through a fruitful stay and interaction. Our hearty congratulations to Br Vincent Castilino, who as the chief secretary played a vital role in the Congress. The paper presented by him on the theme ‘A Salesian Brother’s opportunity to live the challenges of practical faith and spirituality in the new world’ won the admiration of all. 
A striking feature of this Congress was the spirited involvement and organisation by the younger generation of Brothers. Br Chinnabathuni Gregory was re-elected, by the Brothers of our Province, as the Province Delegate for the Brothers. Though in the Province we have only four Brothers, we are optimistic that our sincere and joyful efforts in living our vocation, will surely help many a young people to join us, especially as Brothers in the near future. Perhaps, this is one of the priority areas that we could concentrate on, in this year of the 150th anniversary of the foundation of our Congregation – vocations to Salesian life, especially to Brotherhood. 

Letter of Fr Vaclav Klement, the Councillor for the Missions 

You will find enclosed with this circular, a letter of Fr Vaclav Klement, the Councillor for the Mission. Aimed at rekindling the missionary dimension of our Congregation, Fr Klement, elaborates the DOMISAL, its origin and basic concept. The thrust this year, as is evident from his letter, is on enhancing the quality of our missionary animation. To this end, he suggests practical ways and means of how we all can actively be involved – if not directly – in the mission ad gentes. As a missionary Province, we need to draw inspiration from this particular drive in the Congregation to promote missionaries whose hearts are really set ablaze with the fire for the mission. Besides the printed animation material, there is also a treasure of it on the Congregation’s website www.sdb.org or http://sdl.sdb.org. Several of our confreres, especially the young confreres, have made a choice to be missionaries outside the Province. We support their decision and rejoice at the good they are able to achieve while working away from their motherland. Similarly we also need to invigorate our missionary thrust within the Province so that the Good News of Our Lord and Saviour reaches every place in Andhra Pradesh. 
Platinum Jubilee of the Chennai Province
On the occasion of the Platinum Jubilee of the Chennai Province, we congratulate the Provincial and all the confreres of the Mother Province of all South-Indian provinces. The Rector Major, Fr Pascual Chavez along with his Vicar, Fr Adriano Bregolin, will be participating in the solemn celebrations planned for four days (February 3 – 6, 2009) in and around Chennai. On the last day, the Rector Major and his Vicar will be meeting all the Provincials of South Asia at Tirupattur. The Rector Major then moves on to Trichy Province to conclude the Jubilee celebrations of the Retreat, Yercaud. 

Congratulations to the new Provincials 
With great joy we congratulate Fr Michael Peedikayil the new Provincial of the Salesian Province of New Delhi (INN). He took charge on January 6, 2009. Similarly we also wish Fr Thomas Anchukandam, the Rector of Kristu Jyoti College, Bangalore the very best on his appointment as the new Provincial of the Province of Bangalore. He will assume office on January 24, 2009. We extend to both these Provincials our best wishes and fervent prayers in fulfilling their roles as animators of the Province. We also place on record our gratitude to Fr Charles Lobo (INN) and Fr Jose Kuttianimattathil (INK) the former Provincials, for their collaboration, witness and dedicated service and availability to steer their respective Provinces during the last six years. 

Salesian INH Presence in Orissa
We are extremely grateful to the Rector Major for granting us permission to initiate a presence in the state of Orissa, through his letter dated December 12, 2008 (Prot. 318/2008). At present, Fr Thattil Chacko is studying the possibilities of the mode of our intervention (preferably social upliftment and empowerment of the rural and tribal population) in the district of Koraput, (Diocese of Berhampur) Orissa. Confreres willing to work in this new mission frontier are welcome to opt and prepare themselves for this mission, after consulting me. 

Priestly Ordination 
On December 22, 2008 Deacon Yerramaneni Balaswamy was ordained a Salesian Priest at Patibandla, Guntur by Bp Gali Bali during a simple but meaningful celebration. We are extremely happy and are grateful to God that He has blessed our Province with another Priest for this year. Our hearty Congratulations to Fr Balaswamy and we wish him a very meaningful and fulfilling Priestly ministry as a Salesian Priest. 
Upcoming events
Salesian Feasts 

On January 12th is the feast of Bl. Laura Vicuna, another beautiful example of the success of the Preventive System of Don Bosco and the spirituality of Mary Mazzerello and the Salesian Sisters. Three days later, on January 15 is the memoria of Bl. Aloysius Variara, a Salesian Priest who founded (besides other groups) the Daughters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary in Colombia in 1905 with its special charism to cater to the needs of those affected by leprosy. On January 24th, we commemorate the feast of St Francis de Sales, the Patron of our Salesian Society. Inspired by the virtues of this great Saint, Don Bosco wished to call his followers ‘Salesians’. May the great qualities of kindness, patience and active charity of St Francis de Sales continue to inspire us in our mission with the young. On January 30th, we remember, Bl. Bronislao Markiewicz, the founder of the Congregation of St Michael the Archangel.
Annual Retreat
The annual retreat for general patronage will begin on January 19, 2009 and conclude on January 24, 2009. Fr Vadakumpadam Paul sdb from Shillong will be the animator. A list of the participants is enclosed herewith. 
Novena to of Don Bosco

We commence the novena in preparation for the solemn feast of Don Bosco on January 22. I also take this occasion to once again remind you to personally read and reflect more on Don Bosco and our Salesian tradition during this month. 
Remembering deceased Salesians

On February 01, we always remember our deceased Salesian confreres. In a special way let us pray for Fr Varricatt John and Br Gabriel Fernandez who belonged to our Province and are no more with us now. 

Meeting of the Salesian Family Delegates

On February 4, 2009 the delegates of the Salesian Family from all the Provinces of South-Asia will be having a meeting with the Vicar of the Rector Major in Chennai/Tirupattur. Fr Raminedi Balaraju, our Vice-Provincial and delegate for the Salesian Family, will represent the Province for this meeting. 

Reminders 
I wish to remind you about sending the annual budget for the year 2009-2010 by February 15, 2009 to the Provincial Economer. Furthermore, do return the consultation form for the Rector of the Provincial house by the end of this month.

Condolences
· We extend our sincere condolences and prayers to the Province of Chennai which lost one of its senior confreres, Fr Adaikalasamy, aged 83 on December 2, 2008 at Chennai. May his soul rest in peace. 

· Mrs Thanda, the beloved mother of Fr Tomy Chowaran, presently serving as a missionary in Holland, passed away on December 28, 2009. The funeral was held the following day in Kerala. Well in her mid-nineties, she was suffering for long. However, she had the joy of seeing all her children before breathing her last. Our prayers of support to Fr Chowaran and his dear ones at home. 

Request for prayers
During the last couple of months some parents of our confreres have taken ill and are in need of our prayers. I ask you to specially pray for the father of Fr Miriyala Balakishore (who is battling cancer and is undergoing treatment in Guntur), the mother of Fr Cherapanath Rinoy, the mother of Cl. Mattukoyya Mariadas and my own mother, all of whom have been ailing for long. 

Finally, I extend to all of you a very happy feast of our Father and founder Don Bosco. May his cherished dream of making the world a better place where young people are the true bearers of life, joy and optimism come true in our days. This 150th year or the ‘Salesian Holy Year’, as termed by the Rector Major, let us also recommit ourselves to our mission and deepen our love for Christ and the youth. May Don Bosco, continue to shine bright through us and guide us in our journey to holiness. 
God bless you all! 
Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel SDB
Provincial
Enclosed: 

· Letter of Fr Vaclav Klement, Councillor for the missions

· List of participants for the Retreat (Jan 19-24, 2009)

TRAVELOGUE OF THE PROVINCIAL
JANUARY 2009
01-04 
Salesian Brothers’ Congress, Chennai 
05-08  
Provincial House, Hyderabad 
09-10 
Young Priests’ Meet, DBPH, Hyderabad 
11
APV – Peddaboddepalli 

12 
APV – DBNJ, Vizag
13-14
APV – St John’s, Kondadaba

15-16
APV – Koraput, Orissa
17-18 
APV – Assumption Church, Pezzonipet 
19-24  
Retreat (Provincial House, Hyderabad)
25-26 
APV – St Michael’s, Guntur 
27-28 
APV – DBNJ, Vijayawada 
29

DB Wyra (School day)
30-31 
Provincial House, Hyderabad
� EMBED Photoshop.Image.5 \s ���





� EMBED Photoshop.Image.5 \s ���














PAGE  
3

_1161178624.psd

_1161178657.psd

