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    04 February 2009
Dear Confreres,

Cordial greetings from Don Bosco Provincial house, Hyderabad. 
Human Rights and the Preventive System
The international Congress on Human Rights and the Preventive System which was held in Rome from January 2 - 6, 2009 was aimed at harnessing the rich potential of the Preventive System for upholding the Rights of those oppressed and marginalised. Among the various dimensions discussed and debated during the Congress, the most significant dimension that stood out was the role of education. The Rector Major himself, in his address to the participants, began by stressing the importance of promoting education as a fundamental right. The importance is greater when one views it with a foresight: education of children in order to raise up active, inclusive, responsible and autonomous citizens. 
Don Bosco wanted to give an integral response to the needs and expectations of his youngsters; he offered them a home where they were welcome and could experience the warmth of a family which some of them lacked; he gave them room, a playground, where they could spontaneously give reign to their energy for life and their desire for happiness and friendship; he looked after their cultural formation and their preparation for work, so they could look with trust to the future and become a responsible part of society; he proposed a Christian formation and appropriate experience of faith that made Christian living meaningful and attractive for them.

The Rector Major in his message states that this “… proposal of integral education is ever more difficult to achieve in a secular society which offers a reductionist and instrumentalist view of the human person. It requires, then, that the entire pastoral and educative community courageously takes it on and is dedicated to giving special attention to the development of human and social values in society, decisively overcoming the imbalance we find between freedom and truth, freedom and an ethical sense, power and conscience, technological progress and social progress. It is called to dialogue with the different cultural universes young people live in and to appreciate the great energies for humanisation which the Christian faith offers for the personal and social growth of the young and for the transformation of society.” 
It is true that when speaking of rights and dignity, there are matters and issues more touching than education. One cannot easily deny or turn away from the inhumane acts of child trafficking and child labour. These are issues that demand immediate attention. However, while tackling these issues we also need to tackle the cause of these issues. A utopian or general social welfare ‘scheme’ does not suffice. As educators, we must offer children the essential elements for their appropriate and complete development. This challenges us to pay attention to circumstances which limit a holistic viewpoint of the growth of the child and immerse ourselves in a dynamic educational process. Herein lies the advantages of education. Besides assuring a brighter future, education offers a hope to the building up of a culture wherein every person will be respected for what he or she is rather than how one is labelled by oppressive elements of the society. 
The Human Rights Education (HRE) programme that is being polished and implemented in some of our schools and educational centres goes a long way in achieving this goal of the Congress. Fr Pallithanam Thomas and Fr Tharakan John, who represented the Province at the Congress, have long been involved in making the HRE part of the very educational syllabus of the state.  While we support them in this endeavour, we could begin by utilising the workbooks, in our own institutions. Even in those communities which do not have children or directly deal with children, the workbook offers valuable insights and is a good exercise to be done with our collaborators, lay and religious. 

Another dimension of the Human rights perspective is an honest sharing and dissemination of information. Narrowing the divide between the information-rich and the information-poor is another aspect of education. Facilitating this is the Right to Information Act (RTI) of 2005. Several NGOs and individuals have successfully utilised this powerful tool to put an end to injustice and corruption at the bureaucratic level in the government. We too need to be aware of this facility and spread awareness of it to others too. The effort of the Development Office (BSK), under the direction of Fr Bellamkonda Sudhakar, to bring out a poster in Telugu to aid this awareness drive, is indeed commendable. 
Today we have to work, at changing the criteria and view of life, in order to promote an altruistic culture, a modest lifestyle, a constant attitude of giving freely, through immersion in the struggle for justice and dignity of each human being’s existence. The degree to which we get immersed may vary – depending on how charismatically we are gifted – but immerse, we must. To stand by what is right and be courageous enough to denounce the wrong, is not an alternative we have. It is a fundamental option we make when we profess to build the Kingdom of God. Finally here is a very thought-provoking piece of literature, written by a German theologian, Martin Niemoller, who suffered in the concentration camps from 1937 to 1945, for speaking out against Hitler and Nazism: 

First they came for the Jews
and I did not speak out because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for the Communists
and I did not speak out because I was not a Communist. 
Then they came for the trade unionists 
and I did not speak out because I was not a trade unionist. 
Then they came for me
and there was no one left to speak out for me.

At times when we run into some crisis, we stand clueless as to what to do and whom to approach. This is so because we have never immersed ourselves into the reality of common life. Perhaps if we are atleast aware of the various challenges and possibilities, we stand a better chance at effectively rendering service to the marginalised. Drawing inspiration from the International Congress and using the pedagogy and spirituality of the Preventive System, the participants from the South-Asia region drew up these concrete proposals for the region:  
1. Include Human Rights Education in our formation curriculum at the appropriate levels.

2. Introduce Human Rights Education in all our settings.

3. Develop a Rights Based Approach in our ministry.

4. Ensure that our administrative practices are in consonance with Human Rights principles.

5. Through education, animation and networking mould a civil society conscious of its responsibility to protect and promote Human Rights, especially that of the young. 

6. To take forward this action plan set up an animation and coordination mechanism at the regional level.

The concluding message of the Rector Major is enclosed with this circular for personal and community reflection.

Salesian Feasts 

On February 9th we commemorate the feast of Bl. Eusebia Palomino Yenes, a Salesian Sister who worked in Spain and poured out her life as an offering to the Lord for the salvation of Spain and freedom of Religion, during the revolution. Born and brought up in utter poverty, Sr Palomino lived her life in a very simple manner. More than a sharp intellect, she was gifted with a truly large heart. With her tender love and joyful sanctity she touched the lives of very many people, especially the little school children who would frequent the ‘kitchen Sister’ just to listen to her speak.  

The feast of Sts Aloysius Versiglia and Callistus Caravario, the brave missionaries and proto-martyrs of China is celebrated on 25th February. They were shot dead by pirates, while defending their faith and the chastity of the women travelling with them, on this date in 1930. Their example inspires us to continue our mission in spite and through our hardships focussing purely on the One whom we have dedicated our lives to. It would be good to also utilise the day to spread awareness about becoming missionaries beyond our motherland.  

Strenna 2009 presentation
To better understand and live the Strenna of this year, I would suggest that the tri-monthly recollection, which is organised at the Province region-level, be utilised for the presentation of the Strenna. Besides the Salesian Communities of the region, I request the regional coordinators to ensure that all the members of the Salesian Family too are invited for this occasion. The proposed dates for the presentation are as follows: 

	Date
	Venue
	Communities of…

	February 12, 2009
	Punganur
	Rayalseema region

	February 14, 2009
	Guntupalli
	Vijayawada region, Guntur region, Ravulapalem and Wyra


Upcoming events
Annual Retreat
Our sincere thanks to Fr Vadakumpadam Paul, the preacher of the retreat held last month. His simple animation style was very much appreciated and the participants felt enriched by his sharing. The annual retreat for the Rectors, Parish Priests and In-charges will begin on February 16, 2009 and conclude on February 21, 2009. Fr Kulandai Raj sj will be the animator. The list of the participants has already been sent by the Vice-Provincial. 
Meeting of the Rectors
After the retreat on February 21, 2009, from 2 pm to 4 pm, there will be a short presentation of the Human Rights Congress and its implications. Some discussion on administrative matters with all the Rectors and in-charges will follow.  
SPCSA Meet, Dimapur

In the first week of March 2009 (11 – 14) the SPCSA meet planned in Dimapur will also be inviting a representative from each Province, especially in view of the Strenna and the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Congregation. Fr Raminedi Balaraju, the delegate for the Salesian Family will also be participating in this meet. 

Meeting with the Commission heads
In the month of March 2009 there will be a meeting of the heads of the various Commissions and animation centres along with the Provincial Council to evaluate and plan for the next academic year. It is scheduled for the 21st of March 2009 at the Provincial house, Hyderabad. If there is any change of date, the concerned confreres shall be informed in due time. 
Condolences
· On January 9, 2009 Mrs Pulivelil Annamma, the elder sister of Fr Sony Cyriac passed away in Kerala (Ernakulam). She was 58 years old. We extend our sincere condolences and prayers to Fr Sony and his family. 

· A double tragedy struck Fr Rinoy and his family when on January 11, 2009 his mother Mrs Thresia, passed away in the early hours of the day. She had been suffering since long. She was 80 years old. Just after three days, on January 14, 2009 Fr Rinoy’s brother-in-law, Mr Joy Parambi breathed his last following a heart attack. He was the only family member looking after Mrs Thresia during her moments of illness.  He was 50 years old and is survived by his wife and three children. We stand by Fr Rinoy and his family at this moment of deep suffering and pain at the loss of two dear ones, in quick succession. 
· Mr Kurian, the dad of Fr Kollamparambil Joseph, the Rector and Principal of Don Bosco School, Hyderabad, passed away on January 29, 2009 after battling a long-standing illness. The funeral was held the following day at Cherpungal, Kerala. Our sincere condolences to Fr KK Joseph and his dear ones. 
· We extend our sincere condolences to the Province of Chennai at the loss of Fr Francis Guezou, aged 85, one of their pioneer missionaries. He was the one who founded quite a few centres in the united Madras Province and was the heart and soul of the computer institute (BICS) at Yellagiri Hills. He breathed his last on January 29, 2009 at 04.45 hrs. Hundreds of religious and people, especially youngsters who received quality education through his sponsorship, gathered the following day to pay homage to him. May his soul rest in peace. 

Season of Lent
From February 25 (Ash Wednesday) we begin the season of Lent. In the 150th year of the foundation of our congregation this is a gracious moment for us all to live this ‘Salesian Holy Year’. Our students from KJC, Bangalore are preparing some animation material to help us with our liturgical celebrations keeping in mind the Salesian significance. Fr Balaraju, the Vice-Provincial will make these animation material available to the communities in due time. As I conclude, I exhort each one of us to ‘celebrate’ this Lent as an occasion of renewal of our consecration to God and dedication to our mission – both as individuals and as a community. 
Accompanying you, as always with my prayers and fraternal support. 
Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel SDB
Provincial
Enclosed: 

· Concluding address of the Rector Major to the participants of the Congress on Human Rights and Preventive System
· Statement of the Salesian Brothers’ Congress 
TRAVELOGUE OF THE PROVINCIAL
FEBRUARY 2009
01

St Theresa’s Church, Sanathnagar
02

Provincial House, Hyderabad

03-08
Platinum Jubilee of Chennai Province



Meeting of the Provincials with the Rector Major



The Retreat, Yercaud – Golden Jubilee celebrations
08-09  
APV – Ponnur
09-10 
APV – PT Parru 
11
Strenna Presentation – Punganur

12 
APV – Punganur
13
Navajeevan, Vijayawada

14
Strenna Presentation – Guntupalli 
15
Provincial Council, Hyderabad
16-21 
Retreat (Provincial House, Hyderabad)
22

Provincial House, Hyderabad
23-25

RCRI Workshop, Hyderabad

26-28 
APV – DB Philosophate, Karunapuram 
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