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	RB/INH/CIR 01/2010
	February 11, 2010


Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes

Dear Confreres, 
Warm greetings to you all from Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad.  
As the newly installed Provincial this is my first circular.  I thank you all sincerely for accepting me as the Provincial and showing your love and concern in many ways, above all with your prayers and encouraging words. I thank sincerely the community of Don Bosco Provincial house, the Provincial councillors and the Parish community for making all the arrangements in a grand way for my installation as the Provincial and a fitting farewell to my predecessor. Do continue to keep me in your prayers that I may fulfill my task with greater commitment as the Provincial, a task which I have accepted in obedience and faith in the Lord.   

In a special way I am grateful to Most Rev. Marampudi Joji, the Archbishop of Hyderabad who was present with us in spite of his busy schedule. He is a great friend of the Salesians and encourages us and supports us in our various initiatives in the Archdiocese. A big thanks to the Archbishop.    

I am happy that the Regional councillor for South Asia, Fr Maria Arokiam made it for the day and it was he who installed me as the Provincial. I sincerely thank him for his liturgical animation and the thought-provoking homily too.  I was with him in the General Chapter in Rome for three months. He is a person who is deeply human, kind and friendly.  I feel greatly enthused by his presence and assured guidance and support as I take up this responsibility as the Provincial of the Salesian Province of St Joseph, Hyderabad. 

A Million Thanks to my predecessor, Fr Maddhichetty Noel 

I whole-heartedly thank the outgoing Provincial, Fr Maddhichetty Noel with whom I worked for four years: one year as the Province Secretary and three years as the Vice-Provincial.  He encouraged me and was with me in my responsibilities as the Vice-Provincial.  I found in him, a person who is calm and willing to listen to others.  Above all, he did everything with great faith. Indeed he has given a great missionary thrust to the Province by taking up various initiatives on behalf of the poor and abandoned young people.  A big thanks to you dear Fr Noel for the last six years of toil you put in for the growth of the confreres and the development of the Province which you did for the glory of God and for the salvation of souls.  Furthermore, you encouraged young Salesians to shoulder responsibility in the Province.  Thank you very much!  I wish you God’s blessings in your future ministry as well. 

Earthquake rocks Haiti

The earthquake that rocked Haiti on January 12, 2010 at 3.30 am (IST) claimed the lives of lakhs of people, including that of Br Hubert Sanon (aged 85), the first native Salesian from Haiti, and clerics Wilfried Atismé (28) and Valsaint Vilbrun (26). The Rector of the institute at Enam was seriously injured and nearly 500 youngsters from the Salesian National Institute of Arts and trades, the most popular institute in town of Port-au-Prince perished under the rubble.  Even today people continue to live in make-shift tents as no building in the whole area was spared.  The Provincial house situated in Port-au-Prince now lies in ruins; so do the houses of the Salesian Sisters.
The Salesians began their mission in Haiti in 1936 and were involved in educational and social activities since then.  Today, Haiti is a vice-Province dedicated to Blessed Philip Rinaldi and consists of 66 Salesians with 9 communities. The new superior of the Vice-Province, Fr Ducange Sylvain was announced just two days before the earthquake.  Assuring full support, the Rector Major, Fr Pascual Chavez has invited the Salesians all over the world to come forward in solidarity with the victims of the earthquake.  His own words: “Now is the time to roll up our sleeves, as Don Bosco did with the boys of the Valdocco Oratory and help those most in need. It is right to organise assistance to show the closeness of God and to bring hope.”   Let us feel one with our suffering brethren and be generous in contributing to this noble cause.  The letter of Fr Noel (dated Jan. 22, 2010) contained the particulars of our mode of contribution.  I appeal to all the houses to send in your contribution at the earliest to the Provincial Economer.  

Consultation for the Provincial Councillors and Rectors

By March 2010, the following Provincial Councillors complete their first term in office:  

Fr Thottiyil Thomas  (Provincial Economer)

Fr Kuthanapallil Sebastian (Councillor)

Fr Salibindla Balashowry  (Councillor)

Fr Madanu Rayappa  (Councillor)

Fr Bellamkonda Sudhakar  (Councillor)

Furthermore, a new Vice-Provincial too needs to be elected on the basis of the Consultation in the Province.  As per the Constitutions (art. 167) the Provincial Councillors are appointed by the Rector Major with the consent of his council, on the proposal of the Provincial following a wide consultation among the confreres of the Province.

In May 2010, twelve Rectors finish their term in office in the various communities.  Those finishing their second term are the following: 

Fr Kannadipara Mathew (Don Bosco, Ongole)

Fr Koshy Thomas (NJBB, Vijayawada) 

Fr Marneni Mariadas (St Anthony’s ITI, Kadapa)

The list of those completing their first term in office as Rectors is as follows:
Fr Kollithanathu Jose (Bosco Ashram, Ponnur)

Fr Kuthanapallil Sebastian (Assumption Church, Pezzonipet)

Fr Manthuruthil Abraham (DB Mission Complex, Mariapuram)

Fr Mattathilani Abraham (Don Bosco, Raptadu)

Fr Muthalakuzhiyil Sebastian (BIRDY, Hyderabad)

Fr Nali Anthaiah (Don Bosco, Wyra)

Fr Parokaran Jose (Don Bosco Technical School, Kurnool)

Fr Salibindla Balashowry (DBNJ, Ramanthapur)

Similarly the Provincial house, Hyderabad too needs a new Rector. The article 177 of our Constitutions states thus: ‘The Rector … is appointed by the Provincial with the consent of his council and the approval of the Rector Major, due regard paid to the results of a consultation carried out among the members of the Province.’ 

In accordance with the Constitutions, I hereby include the consultation forms for all the offices listed above.  I count on your cooperation and responsibility to assist me in this important task of appointing animators.  Do give it a serious thought and kindly return the duly filled-in consultation forms to the Provincial office by March 5, 2010.

Our Presence in Orissa
After a period of exploration and study, we have finally concretely initiated our apostolate in Orissa.  Thanks to the Bishop of Berhampore, Bp Sarat Chandra Nayak, we are now at Muniguda, in the Rayagada district of the diocese of Berhampore.  The diocese has offered us a Parish and Technical school.  The official handing over of the Mission took place on February 1, 2010.  Though both, the Parish and the technical school, need to be revived, since they were abandoned for a couple of years for various reasons, our confreres on location (Frs Sony Cyriac, Chacko Thattil and Thomas Aquinas) are enthusiastic and optimistic about the new possibilities this mission offers.  Let us accompany them with our support and prayers as they take up this challenging task.  

Thanks to Fr Kunduru Joji SJ

The last annual spiritual retreat for general patronage is being preached by Fr Kunduru Joji SJ.  I thank him whole-heartedly for preaching this retreat for our confreres.  Those who have not yet made their annual retreat are exhorted to make the necessary arrangements.  Those who wish to attend the retreat in the novitiate or in Punganur are to seek the permission and inform the Rectors of the respective communities in advance and make arrangements.  

Heartfelt Condolences 
The Salesian Vice-Province of Sri Lanka was dealt a severe blow when they lost their Vice-Provincial, Fr Nicholas Lakshman, (known as Fr Nethasinghe) due to a road accident near Negombo on December 30, 2009.  He battled for life for ten days before succumbing to his injuries. He was 54 when he breathed his last.  Our sincere condolences to the Provincial and the confreres of Sri Lanka.  

On behalf of the Province I extend our heartfelt condolences to Fr Vatti Rayappa, and his dear ones, who lost his dad, Mr Vatti Chinnappa due to a a massive heart attack on January 3, 2010.

On January 24, 2010 we received the sad news of the demise of Ms Annamma, the mother of Fr Jose Kollithanathu.  She died due to a tumour in the stomach.  We stand by Fr Jose K and his family members in this moment of loss and sorrow.  

Our heartfelt condolences to the Salesian Province of Bangalore, which lost one of its Confreres, Br Chacko Nettickattil on February 3, 2010.  As a Province, we also owe a debt of gratitude to Br Chacko for his generous service to our Province, in its early years at Kadapa.  He was the in-charge of the workshop at St Anthony’s, Kadapa for two years after having spent a month in Guntur studying Telugu.  May his soul rest in peace.  
Upcoming events

Reminder: Assessment forms 
The second assessment of the temporary professed Salesians was to reach the Provincial office by Jan. 15, 2010.  Those Rectors who have not yet sent these forms are exhorted to take the necessary steps in ensuring that these forms are diligently filled in by the community and sent to the Provincial office at the earliest.  Furthermore, please take note that the admission forms of the temporary professed with regard to the renewal of vows, have to reach the Provincial office by March 19, 2010.  
Feast of Sts Versiglia and Caravario
On February 25, we commemorate the feast of the Salesian Saints, Versiglia and Callistus Caravario – two martyrs who laid down their life defending the life and faith of those who were with them.  Their life (and death) is a great lesson for us all in being Shepherds to those who are entrusted to our care.  
Meeting of the Provincial council with the commission heads

I request the commission heads to conduct a meeting of your commission to evaluate and plan for the next academic year 2010-2011 and submit the reports to the Youth Pastoral delegate by March 5, 2010. The meeting of the Provincial council with the commission heads will commence at 9.30 am on March 26, 2010 at Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad. 

The Season of Lent

The term ‘Lent’ is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word Lencten meaning ‘spring’. Normally this season coincided with the time between spring to early summer when the duration of the daylight is lengthened after winter.  The liturgy of Lent sets before us three penitential practices. They are prayer, almsgiving and fasting in order to prepare ourselves for the experience of the Risen Lord at Easter.  The Lent begins with ashes and ends with the paschal fire. The Lenten penance is not an end in itself but a preparation of oneself to enter into the paschal mystery of death and resurrection of Jesus and our personal union with Jesus.  St Leo tells us that Lent should help us to do praiseworthy deeds of charity.  Therefore, this gracious season is not to be reduced to merely ‘avoiding something’ but positively contributing to the spiritual welfare of everyone, beginning with oneself.  
As regards to penance and mortification, Regulation 73 of our Constitutions reminds us:  ‘In harmony with the Salesian tradition and the teaching of the Church, Friday is to be for the members a day of community of penance. In Lent the community should establish some common practice of mortification, which helps the members to prepare for Easter and opens them to a greater sharing with the poor.’  Kindly send your Lenten contribution to the Provincial Economer.

We commemorate this year the death centenary of Don Rua, a faithful son of Don Bosco.  He was considered a living rule.  He lived a very simple life and was esteemed by all confreres.  Above all he was a totally dedicated Salesian and did everything with great precision.  Let us imitate him in our life and be committed Salesians after the heart of Don Bosco and become true witnesses of Christ in our Salesian mission.       

Yours affectionately in Don Bosco,

Fr Raminedi Balaraju sdb

Provincial
Enclosed: 

· Circular of Fr Maria Arokiam, Regional Councillor of South-Asia

· Consultation forms for the Vice-Provincial (1), Economer (1), Provincial Councillors (4) and Rectors (12) – for each confrere.

Programme of Provincial - February 2010

08-11   Retreat for the general patronage

12 
   Provincial House
13        Sodum, 10th anniversary of Bosco Samaikya Ashram
14        Thanksgiving Mass at Ramadurgam

15        Kurnool

16        Cuddapah

17        Punganur

19        Raptadu

20        Provincial House

21        DB Tech past pupils meet, Hyderabad 

22        Provincial House

23-26   Muniguda, Orissa 

27-28   Provincial House
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