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08 March 2009
Dear Confreres, 
Cordial greetings from Don Bosco Provincial house, Hyderabad. 
Recommend ourselves as models
St Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians (6:1-4) urges the faithful thus: You have received the grace of God; do not let it go for nothing. God’s own words are: In the hour of my favour I gave heed to you, on the day of deliverance I came to your aid. The hour of favour has now come; now, I say, has the day of deliverance dawned. In order that our service may not be brought into discredit, we avoid giving offence in anything. As God’s servants, we try to recommend ourselves in all circumstances. 
A seemingly simple passage but laden with meaning especially in the light of the season of Lent we are living and the 150th year of the foundation of our Congregation which calls upon all Salesians to undergo renewal. Several interpretations are possible of this text, yet I wish to highlight one Salesian aspect of the same. St Paul, whom we specially commemorate this year, knew very well that he, as a messenger, was only a passing figure. If the local faithful needed greater numbers and stability it should arise from among themselves and not outsiders. 

Reflecting upon this idea in our Salesian context, we need to introspect. From the beginning the Salesian congregation was made up of those young men in the Oratory who were caught up with Don Bosco’s apostolic zeal and his plan of life. The temptation to be with Don Bosco was too strong to resist. Even when plagued with dilemmas and difficulties, love for Don Bosco prevailed. Cagliero’s classical statement, ‘Monk or no monk, with Don Bosco’ is a proof of this. 
We very well know that young people look for models to draw inspiration and imitate. We even tell them not to blindly follow actors and actresses and politicians who exert a very shallow or negative influence on society. In doing so, do we consciously propose challenging models for the youth to follow? Do we dare propose ourselves as someone whom they can look up to? If we claim ourselves to be educators after the heart of Don Bosco we also need to have the qualities that draw youngsters to us and lead them to the higher aspirations we have. Once the youth see us live a life worth its calling they will have no great difficulty in embracing our way of life. For this to happen we ought to have the moral and spiritual courage to recommend ourselves. 
Vocations to Salesian life are the crown of our youth ministry. How often we lament that we do not get sufficient number and the desired qualitative vocations. With nearly three dozen presences in the Province, how is it that we still lack vocations? Why is it that of those who join the aspirantate, there is hardly anyone who is a past pupil of our own institutions? These are questions worth reflecting upon, as a Province, as communities and as individuals. This season of Lent and the Salesian Holy year we are in, provide us with an opportunity to gaze into ourselves and if need be adopt or adapt appropriate strategies. 

In his letter to the confreres on the occasion of the 150th year of the founding of our congregation, the Rector Major writes: It is a question of taking to heart our identity as consecrated persons, dedicated by vow to the primacy of God and the following of Christ obedient, poor and chaste, totally at the disposal of the Spirit, and precisely on account of this, totally dedicated to the young. It is an identity to be lived with joy and to be visibly demonstrated in evangelising zeal, in love for the salvation of souls, in pastoral enthusiasm, that draw their inspiration from Don Bosco’s plan of life “da mihi animas, cetera tolle”. Our identity therefore ought to be clearly seen in the fire of apostolic passion. 

Beginning this month we have the vocation camps, which will soon be followed up with summer camps, English camps and Computer training camps. All these provide us with opportunities to touch the lives of young people, besides the ones who stay with us. Convincing and winning over these young people who spend only two weeks or so with us, is relatively easy. But what of those young boys who spend years with us in our schools, boardings, technical schools, Parishes and formation houses? To these youngsters can we recommend ourselves as models? 
As stated by St Paul in the passage above, we lack nothing. Rather we have been abundantly blessed with graces way beyond what we truly deserve. Let not all of these go for nothing. Let every word, thought and deed of ours this holy season be aflame with the passion of da mihi animas. Let all those who see us, especially our own boys, be drawn to ponder the driving force behind all our enthusiasm and spirit. And let us have the joy and courage to propose to the young the consecrated Salesian vocation – to live and work in the Salesian congregation as Priests and Brothers. 
Salesian Feasts 

On March 15, 2009 we keep the memory of Bl. Artemide Zatti, the humble doctor-nurse of Viedma, Argentina who generously poured out his life for the sick and poor people of his place. The Congregation and the Church acknowledged this saintly life, especially by beatifying him on April 14, 2002. Though he began his Salesian life aspiring to be a Priest, his ill-health led him to become a Lay Brother. But that did not prevent him from living his Salesian vocation to its best. Though at every stage of his life reasons for disappointment were in galore, he never let his enthusiasm slacken. Ever on the move, mostly on his bicycle, he brought health and cheer to all who encountered him. What stands out of this seemingly ordinary Brother is his faith in God and love for the poor. While he lived out his Salesian life embracing these two dimensions of our vocation, he continues to challenge us to do the same, in whichever field or place we carry out our mission. This day we also remember and specially pray for vocations to Brotherhood. Being a Sunday, it provides us with a good occasion to speak and spread information about this unique complementary vocation of our Salesian life, especially among the lay faithful. 
Applications for Renewal and Perpetual Profession

The Rectors and clerics in temporary Profession are once again reminded about submitting the application form for renewal/perpetual Profession after due reflection, consultation and prayer. The last date for the application forms, along with the opinion of the local community, to reach the Provincial office is March 19, 2009. 

Upcoming events
Senior Confreres Meet
There will be a three day animation programme for those confreres above 60 years at Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad from March 16 to 18, 2009. Fr Yeddanapallil Selveraj has been coordinating the various resource persons and participants and we wish them a very enriching and refreshing time during these three days. 
Vocation camps 

This month in several parts of the Province we commence the Vocation camps. I sincerely exhort the communities, especially the Rectors, to ensure that boys who exhibit qualities of the head and heart be sent for these vocation camps. As said earlier, vocations to religious life are the crown of our youth apostolate. Communities hosting the camps too are requested to assist Fr Alex Jayaraj, the Vocation Promoter, and his team in every way possible. Keeping in mind the concluding dates of the examinations, there has been a slight change in the vocation camps schedule. The dates and places are as follows: 
April 13-15, 2009 at DB Mariapuram

April 20-22, 2009 at DB Kurnool

April 27-29, 2009 at DB Mangalagiri

May 1-3, 2009 at DB Ramanthapur

May 5-7, 2009 at DB Chandur

May 11-21, 2009 (Final Camp) at DB Gunadala
Diaconate at KJC, Bangalore
On March 19, 2009 three of our Clerics, Rayappan Thomas Aquinas, Nagothu Kishore and Yeruva Pradeep, will be receiving their diaconate at Kristu Jyoti College, Bangalore. We congratulate them and accompany them in their final preparation period for their Priestly ordination. The same day, Cl Narisetti Sagar and Cl. Pithcaimuthu Arul Das will receive their acolyte while Cl. Vattigunta Ignatius will receive the ministry of Lector. We also thank the Confreres and community of KJC, Bangalore for their support and guidance in helping our young confreres on their journey towards Priesthood. 

Meeting with the Commission heads
As informed earlier, on March 21, 2009 there will be a meeting of the heads of the various Commissions and animation centres along with the Provincial Council to evaluate and plan for the next academic year at Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad. 
Condolences
· On March 03, 2009 Mrs Showramma, the grandmother of Fr Nagothu Papaiah passed away. We extend our sincere condolences and prayers to Fr Papaiah and his dear ones. 

· We extend our sincere condolences to the Province of Bangalore at the loss of Fr Benedict Vadacherry, aged 85. He breathed his last on March 05, 2009 at Irinjalakuda, Kerala. The funeral was held on March 7, 2009 at Manuthy Bhavan, Kerala. It is good to remember that he was one of the pioneers of Don Bosco School, Sanathnagar (1979-1988). Furthermore he was the confessor at Don Bosco Gunadala for three years (1989-1992). We sincerely owe him a great debt of gratitude for his yeomen services in our Province. May his soul rest in peace. 

Sincere thanks

We express our sincere thanks to Fr Kulandai Raj sj for preaching the retreat for the Rectors and in-charges last month. May God bless him, especially in his ministry in reaching out and touching the lives of many people. 

Feast of St Joseph, patron of our Province
On March 19, 2009 we celebrate the feast of St Joseph, the patron of our Province. As one revered down the centuries for his silent support to the unfolding of salvation history, St Joseph teaches us that all have a distinct role to play in establishing God’s Kingdom. May his courage to stand by what is true and just, inspire us too to lead an exemplary and meaningful life. 
Wish you all a very happy feast of St Joseph. May he intercede for us all and bless us with all the necessary graces to be able to live this Salesian Holy Year and renew ourselves. 
Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel SDB
Provincial
TRAVELOGUE OF THE PROVINCIAL
MARCH 2009
 
01-02

Provincial House
03 

APBC meeting, Hyderabad
04-07 
National DB Tech Meeting, Delhi
09-15 
SPCSA, Dimapur – SHTC, Shillong/Guwahati – DBNJ, Vizag
16-18

Senior Salesians meet, Provincial House, Hyderabad
19-20

KJC, Bangalore (Diaconate)
21-23

Provincial Council
24-25  
Provincial House
26

DB Sanathnagar
27 

DB Nalgonda – Blessing of the foundation of the Chapel 
28

Strenna Presentation, Hyderabad Region 
29 

APV – St Theresa’s Church, Sanathnagar
30-31 
APV – DB Ongole 
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DB Gunadala
03-07

Provincial House, Hyderabad
08-15 
SPCSA, Dimapur 
16

Provincial House, Hyderabad
21-23

Provincial Council
28-04 April
Spiritual Retreat
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