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	RB/INH/CIR 02/2010
	March 1, 2010


Dear Confreres, 
Cordial greetings to you all from Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad.  
Strenna 2010

The 2010 Strenna takes its cue from the year of St Paul which was commemorated sometime ago and from the Synod on the Word of God during which the Rector Major, Rev. Fr Pascual Chavez spoke about the passage in St Luke about the disciples on the way to Emmaus.  The Rector Major through this Strenna proposes to us a model for the evangelisation of the young.

«“Sir, we want to see Jesus”
In imitation of Don Rua,
as authentic disciples and zealous apostles
let us bring the Gospel to the young
The words which introduce the Strenna proper, set the tone for the message that follows: “Truly, nothing is more beautiful than to know Christ and to make him known to others.”  Basing on this guiding principle, the Rector Major himself proposes a set of concrete lines of action, in order to bring to life the Strenna.  I have already presented the Strenna at Muniguda and will be soon doing so in Vizag, Guntur and Vijayawada in this month.  In the rest of the regions I will be presenting the same in the following month.  For our reflection and implementation, I place before you the proposals of the Rector Major himself: 
1. Make concrete choice regarding the centrality of the proposal of Jesus Christ, personal and community witness, the  reciprocal relationship between education and evangelisation, attention to the variety of circumstances and the involvement of families.

2. Starting from the “Mission Statement of the Salesian Family,” identify in the local and Provincial Consultative groups the best ways to plan and organise together experiences of the evangelisation of the young, promoting the “spiritual and prayerful reading of the Sacred Scriptures” also among themselves and making themselves more and more evangelisers among their companions.

3. Foster collaboration among the Salesian Family at Province and local level, so as to carry out the mission to youth, as an updated for of proclamation and catechesis, involving the young people themselves as evangelisers of their peers.

4. Make good use of the Apostolic Exhortations at the conclusion of the continental Synods in order to identify priorities and approaches suited to the specific contexts for the evangelisation of the young. For us in Asia we can make use of the Ecclesia in Asia. 

Some news about the Province 
Having visited some of our presences and communities in the Province since my last circular, I wish to present to you some basic information about some of these apostolates.  

Bosco Samaikya Ashram, Sodum 

I visited Bosco Samaikya Ashram, on 13th February for the 10th anniversary celebrations of the Ashram itself.  I celebrated Holy Mass and there was also a short felicitation for Fr Chinnappa Thomas, the founder, on the occasion of his Golden Jubilee of Profession.  About 30 priests, 15 religious sisters and 500 people participated in the celebrations.  A good number of the relatives of Fr Chinnappa Thomas too were present for the anniversary jubilations.

Navajeevan, Guntakal 
The following day I visited the Navajeevan home at Guntakal.  At present there are 14 boys staying in a rented building near the Parish Church and studying in a nearby Government School.  The Railway station is at a walkable distance.  It is at a good location for the boys to reach from the Railway station.  Mr Alex, the coordinator, looks after the centre.

Muniguda, Orissa

My maiden visit to the newly initiated apostolate at Muniguda in Orissa, was very inspiring.  I took time to meet the three confreres already at work there and also discussed with them the future prospects.  The total number of Catholics belonging to this Parish entrusted to us by the Diocese of Berhampur is 70.  I visited five catholic families, of which four belong to the SC community and one to the ST community residing at Gowardhanapuram (the closest place to our present location) and another five families at Bissamcuttack which is about 15 kms from Muniguda.  The menfolk mostly work as carpenters, welders and drivers.  Some of the children do go to school.  I was very much edified by their strong faith and confidence in living up to their baptismal promises in and through the troubled times they live in.  Truly, this is the time we can show our commitment and support them with our presence and encouragement.

I also visited two villages, namely Swarnagiri and Pajikeri, in Kandhamal (70 kms from Muniguda) where the Jesuits are running a school and Kotagarah (50 kms from Muniguda) where the Daughters of the Most Precious Blood are running a school which is very close to the Ashram of the Swamiji who was killed on August 23, 2008 – the event that triggered the communal violence towards the end of 2008.  In this area the missionaries and Catholics still live in fear.  However, the faithful do courageously give witness to Christ and His values.  
Through the mission of Muniguda, the diocese has invited us for pastoral ministry and for technical education to the poor youth of the area.  There are many drop outs and many are without proper educational facilities. Non-formal training is the urgent need of the place.  The confreres are collectively working for the development of the mission of Muniguda and I am confident that through the Salesian charism we can educate the poor youth of the area and uplift the suffering and needy people of the mission.  

Summer apostolate 

The academic year is fast coming to an end and I am sure each community is planning for its summer ministry.  Those who need Brothers for assistance at the local summer camps in our houses, are requested to write to me latest by March 10, 2010.  Prior to the arrival of the Brothers, the community is exhorted to draw up a plan of action and finalise it with the Brothers once they arrive.  On their arrival do ensure that they are properly instructed about their roles and responsibilities and are diligently helped to undertake the same.  After the summer ministry send a report about their performance to the Rector of the studentate they come from.  As for the placement of students of Theology from KJC, Bangalore for this summer, here is the list: 

Bosco Ashram, Ponnur:  Cl. Pitchaimuthu Arul Das (after Easter 15 days in St Theresa’s Parish, Hyderabad)
DB Wyra: Cl. Narisetti Sagar
DBNJ, Ramanthapur:   Cl. Vattigunta Ignatius

DBNJ, Visakhapatnam : Cl. Kowju Melchior

DB Gunadala (Vocation camps): Cl. Reddimasu Anil    

Heartfelt Condolences 
On behalf of the Province I extend our heartfelt condolences to the Provincial and confreres of Guwahati Province who lost one of their senior missionaries, in the person of Fr Gianni Premoli on February 19, 2010.  He passed away in Italy and was known for his extensive work among the Khasis in Meghalaya.  
Our sincere condolences to the Salesian Province of Bangalore, on the demise of Fr Thomas Thayil who breathed his last on February 23, 2010.  He was the first Provincial of the Province of Bangalore when it was divided from Madras in 1979.  It was during his tenure as Provincial that the houses of Assumption Church (Pezzonipet), Don Bosco (Gunadala), Don Bosco School (Hyderabad), Don Bosco Junior College and Parish (Chandur) and Don Bosco School (Guntupalli) were initiated in Andhra Pradesh.  Soon after he laid down office he was appointed the Provincial of the East African Province.  He was much loved by confreres for his simple nature and gentle presence.  The funeral was held on February 27, 2010 at Mannuthy, Kerala – the same place where he spent the last few years of his life.  May his soul rest in peace. 

Upcoming events

Admission to renewal of Vows 
The admission papers of the clerics in temporary profession are to reach the Provincial office by March 19, 2010.  Kindly note that all temporary professed clerics in the Province are due for renewal in May 2010.  The clerics, with a clear understanding and guidance of the Rector, are exhorted to do the needful by way of preparation for the renewal.  The Rectors are advised to ensure that the admission papers reach the Provincial office on time.  
Diaconate in Bangalore

On March 19, 2010 two of our Confreres, Narisetti Sagar and Pitchaimuthu Arul Das, pursuing their theological studies at KJC, Bangalore will be ordained Deacons.  We congratulate them and wish them the very best for their diaconate ministry in preparation for their Priestly ordination.  
Meeting of the Provincial council with the commission heads

Those commissions which are yet to meet and evaluate the present EPP of the commission are requested to do so at the earliest and submit the report and the plan for the next academic year to the Provincial office soon.  The animation centres of the Province too are exhorted to do the same.  The meeting of the Provincial council with the commission heads and animation centre leaders will commence at 9.30 am on March 26, 2010 at Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad. 

Feast of St Joseph

The month of March is dedicated to St Joseph who is the patron of the Church. The Bible tells us that he was an upright man (Mt. 1, 19).  The devotion to St Joseph has been shown from the earliest ages. The Eastern Church celebrated a feast in his honour already in the fourth century.  At the first Vatican council over 300 prelates petitioned the Holy See to declare St Joseph as the patron saint of the Universal church.  Pope Pius IX proclaimed him so on December 8, 1870. In the words of Pope Pius IX, St Joseph has been designated by God as the master of His goods and of His household.  We are also well aware of our Salesian tradition which invokes St Joseph for a happy death. 

The encyclical QUAMQUAM PLURIES of the Holy Father Leo XIII on devotion to St Joseph gives the motivation for his patronage. No. 3 of the encyclical is as follows: The special motives for which St Joseph has been proclaimed Patron of the Church, and from which the Church looks for singular benefit from his patronage and protection, are that Joseph was the spouse of Mary and that he was reputed the Father of Jesus Christ. From these sources have sprung his dignity, his holiness, his glory.  

May St Joseph the patron of our Province accompany us in all our undertakings. Our first Provincial, the late Fr Benjamin Puthota, had a great admiration and love for St Joseph.  He used to tell us that every work in the Province is done by St Joseph. Let us have great faith in this powerful saint and live uprightly.  Following the example of St Joseph, the worker, let us work assiduously to spread the Kingdom of God.  
As I conclude, I wish you all a very happy feast of St Joseph.  

Yours affectionately in Don Bosco,

Fr Raminedi Balaraju sdb

Provincial
Programme of the Provincial 

March 2010
03   
DBNJ, Visakhapatnam

04  
Kondadaba - Strenna presentation for the Vizag region

05  
Peddaboddepalli

08  
Guntupalli

09  
Mangalagiri 
Strenna presentation for the Guntur region at St Michael’s, Guntur 

10  
Pezzonipet / DBNJ, Vijayawada 
11  
Gunadala - Strenna presentation for the Vijayawada region

12   
Nuzvid

13 
Ravulapalem 

16 
Provincial House, Hyderabad  

17 
APBC Meet, Hyderabad

18-19 Diaconate at KJC, Bangalore

25 
Youth pastoral core group meet, Hyderabad

26 
Provincial Council with the Commission heads, Hyderabad

27-28 
Provincial Council 

30 
Nalgonda/Chandur

31
Guntur

April 2010

01  
Ongole

02  
Ponnur

03-04 
PT Parru

08-15 SPCSA, Sri Lanka
17-18 Provincial Council, Hyderabad
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