[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]PROVINCIAL
CIRCULAR
Salesian Province of Hyderabad



[image: image3.png]PROVINCIAL
CIRCULAR
Salesian Province of Hyderabad



[image: image4.png]



MN /INH /CIR 55 /2009






20 April 2009
Dear Confreres, 
Joyful and fervent Easter greetings from Don Bosco Provincial house, Hyderabad. 
Courageous enough to being touched 
We just celebrated Easter and are still in the Easter season. The 40 days of Lent and the Holy Week that preceded the feast were intended to help us journey with Jesus and thus be truly prepared to cherish the deep meaning of Easter. While it is true that very many make a real turn about during the holy season of Lent, quite a few pass through it without letting it affect us. For that matter, the various annual feasts, celebrations, preparations, retreats, pilgrimages and resolutions we make, come and go – but we remain the same. We remain unchanged, untouched.  When all external celebrations die out, we once again feel the internal vacuum gnawing at us. In our attempt to become stronger and better grounded we rely solely on our own efforts, refusing others, even God into our life. 
It is good to understand that to be truly touched demands a certain amount of courage to expose ourselves, especially our vulnerabilities, a challenge to leave ourselves open. This is a risky affair for who knows who would touch us and with what intention. While it is likely that some may trample upon our humility and openness, either out of ignorance or malice, it is also likely that someone will soothe our wounds and bind them. Mary Magdalene was touched by the Lord because she did not hesitate to hide from Him – or anyone, for that matter – her weak side. Zaccheus was touched because he was open to offering to Jesus his limitations and drawbacks, that too in public. Nicodemus met Jesus, even though in the stillness of the night, and confessed his ignorance and was thereby enlightened. 
Those boys in Don Bosco’s oratory were willing to lay down their life for the sake of Don Bosco’s health is a known fact. They were willing to go to any extent for ‘their’ Don Bosco. It was so because, Don Bosco knew how to touch his boys and transform them for the better. He infused such confidence in his boys that they could not but be themselves, with all their mischief, enthusiasm, petty plans and innocence. Once totally open and willing to be moulded by Don Bosco, these boys did wonders. For Don Bosco to reach this stage, he too had to undergo kenosis. His recurrent dream wherein he is slowly led to see how he has to let go off his ways, in order to follow the instructions of the ‘divine Lady’, shows how Christ prepared him for what lay ahead. Don Bosco himself once acknowledged: ‘Had God found a humbler person than me, he would have wrought much more’. The Church calendar is full of Saints who abandoned themselves totally to the Lord and readily acknowledged their weakness before the Lord. And the Lord strengthened them. 

It is only when we feel strong, self-sufficient, powerful and in control that we tend to hide our vulnerabilities and thus refuse to be ‘touched’. The feast of Easter is perhaps the greatest example of what God can do to one who is totally open to Him, in faith. 

Convocation of the Provincial Chapter
In his letter addressed to the Provincials (dated January 24, 2009), the Rector Major has convoked the Provincial Chapter with two particular tasks: 

1. to examine and assess the practical implementation of the deliberations and the guidelines of the GC 26 according to article 171 of our Constitutions; 

2. to assess and re-formulate, in the light of the GC 26, the priorities and the working guidelines of the Provincial structural Plan. 

While the first one is very clear in its aim, I wish to further shed further light on the second objective of the Provincial Chapter. The Provincial Structural Plan envisaged is intended to cover a six year period. This is finalised by the Provincial and his Council. However, it is important that the Chapter offers the Provincial some practical criteria, guidelines and priorities for the re-formulation or drawing up of the Provincial Structural plan. This would also provide us with the opportunity of completing our Province directory which has been shelved for quite some time now. 

The period within which the Provincial Chapter is to be held is set between September 2009 and May 2010. The Chapter documents which have to be approved by the Rector Major and his Council need to be sent to the Generalate by May 31, 2009. (For other details please read the Acts of the General Council n. 372 [July-September 2000] p. 60-78). Further details of the Chapter shall be made known soon. 

EPP of the Province
There was an enriching sharing of information and evaluation of the various dimensions and sectors of the Province on March 21, 2009 at the Provincial house, Hyderabad. During the same meet, the commission and animation centre heads also presented their proposals for the next year’s EPP. The Youth Pastoral team, headed by Fr Raminedi Balaraju, the Vice-Provincial, put together these proposals and are in the process of fine-tuning some aspects of the same. Once that is done and approved by the Provincial council, each community shall receive a copy of the finalised EPP. Therefore, once available by the beginning of the new academic year, this will serve as a point of reference in formulating the local community plans and lines of action. Let us make use of this planning tool in hand in order to fructify our efforts with a greater efficacy. 

Community Planning 

One of the deliberations of the GC 26, recommended by the Rector Major himself, for strengthening community life was the need to acquire a planning mentality, right since the beginning of the academic year. To this end, I earnestly request all of you to ensure that all those on transfer reach their respective communities by May 24, 2009. The Rectors are requested to plan and organise a meeting of the new community to prepare the annual plan, collectively and based on the Province EPP. Once this is set in place, and clear lines of action are drawn up, it is a matter of systematically following it up. Regular house councils and assemblies, which would include in the agenda, the periodic evaluation of the same annual plan and its implementation, would further enhance our quality of community service. 
Rejuvenating the Salesian Family
As part of our efforts in implementing the Strenna of the Rector Major, we wish to rejuvenate and strengthen the bonds we share with the other members of the Salesian Family, especially the Past Pupils. With 16 of our institutions directly engaged in educational ministry (some of whom are functional for more than 40 years) we have a vast multitude of young people crossing the portals of these institutions every year. Often we restrict our interaction with them to the period they are with us. However, our educational pedagogy demands of us that we journey along with them, just like Jesus accompanied the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. Therefore a proper plan of follow up and animation of the past pupils of our various institutions is greatly needed. The ideals of Don Bosco will soon be realised if we join hands and collectively work with all like minded groups and individuals. And who better than our own past pupils will understand the method of Don Bosco! After all, they have spent their early years of life learning the ropes of making a living and imbibing values, the Salesian way. To this end, there is a plan to hold a Past Pupils meet sometime in May or June 2009. Fr Yetukuri Sleevaraj, along with Fr Raminedi Balaraju and the current team of the Province Past Pupils unit, will be coordinating the meeting. Specific dates and details shall be made known at the earliest. Each community is therefore exhorted to do the necessary spade work in getting in touch with the past pupils of the institution and ensure a decent participation in this important Past Pupils’ Meet. A clear plan of action with greater vitality is envisaged as an outcome of this meet.
Reading of the Constitutions
One of the practical resolutions arrived at, for commemorating the 150th year of the founding of the Congregation, during the Rectors’ meeting held after the annual retreat was the daily reading of an article of the Constitutions. I would once again like to remind all the communities of this special act, and also to reflect upon the noble ideals enshrined in the Constitutions as we are in the Salesian Holy Year or a year of the second novitiate. A creative and spirited way of following this simple practice would aid in personal and community reflection.

First, Renewal and Perpetual Professions 
As per schedule, the first profession of 12 of our novices will be held on May 24, 2009 at Sacred Heart Novitiate, Manoharabad. The renewal of vows of those in temporary profession will be at the conclusion of the Summer Formation Course at Punganur on May 20, 2009. This year we have four of our confreres making their perpetual profession. Cl. Reddimasu Anil will be making his perpetual profession on May 24, 2009 at Don Bosco Provincial House, Hyderabad. Cl. Gali Naresh will be also making his final commitment the same day in Rome. Cl. Neelam Ratna will be committing himself in perpetuity to the Lord on May 30, 2009 in Rome. Cl. Parry Sarath too will be making his final commitment sometime in June 2009 in Germany. We wish these confreres the very best in their preparation for their renewed commitment to the Lord and His people. Those clerics due for renewal and studying at Karunapuram, renewed their vows on April 4, 2009 prior to their departure to the various communities to commence their summer apostolate. 

Diaconate Ordinations
Cl. Casper Charles, who opted for the missions in 2004 and is currently doing his theological studies in Manila, Philippines received his diaconate on April 18, 2009. Cl. Govindu Joseph will be ordained a Deacon on June 7, 2009 at Ratisbonne, Jerusalem. Cl. Kakumanu Joseph too will be ordained a Deacon on June 20, 2009 in Rome. Kindly do keep these confreres of ours in your prayers.
Evaluation of Programme Project and CBOs
In order to make the best of the resources made available through the Programme Project and CBOs, there will be an evaluation by a team of experts in the field of resource management. The concerned communities have been informed about this and the Director of Bosco Seva Kendra, Fr Bellamkonda Sudhakar will follow it up with the in-charges in each community. You are therefore, exhorted to cooperate with the team and take seriously their recommendations. 

Upcoming events
Missionary animation programme
Beginning April 19 till April 21, 2009 there is a missionary animation programme for the South Asia region being held at Delhi. Fr Kuthanapallil Sebastian and Fr Jose Abraham, will be representing the Province for this meeting, which will also have Fr Vaclav Klement, the General Councillor for Mission. 

Salesian Cooperators’ Congress
From April 24-26, 2009 the Regional Congress of the Salesian Cooperators will be held at Sacred Heart, Poonamallee. Fr Raminedi Balaraju, the delegate for the Salesian Family along with Fr Vatti Rayappa, the delegate for Salesian Cooperators, shall make the necessary plans and arrangements for those attending the Congress from our Province. 
Blessing of the Church at Punganur

The inauguration and blessing of the newly built Church at Punganur will be on April 26, 2009. 

Perpetual Profession of 6 FMA Sisters in AP

For the first time the Salesian Sisters are having their Perpetual Profession of 6 of their Sisters at Nandigama, Vijayawada on May 12, 2009. We congratulate those professing and wish the Salesian Sisters all the best in their ministry, especially in Andhra Pradesh. 
Inauguration of Don Bosco Prema Seva Sadan

Thanks to the generosity of a benefactor, we received a plot of land and a building on the outskirts of the city of Hyderabad. Named as Don Bosco Prema Seva Sadan, the inauguration of this working boys hostel will be on May 13, 2009. 
Meeting of the Commission heads and Councillors

On May 17, 2009 there will be a meeting of the Provincial Council members and the heads of the various commissions at Don Bosco Provincial house to discuss and finalise few important matters in view of the June 2009 confreres meet and the EPP of the coming academic year 2009-2010. The meeting commences at 09.30 am and will conclude by 04.00 pm. 
Meeting of the Rectors and In-charges
The annual meeting of the Rectors and In-charges held in the first week of June will be for three days: June 4-6, 2009. Having discussed and agreed upon, this meeting will be in line with the Strenna of the Rector Major and more specifically, the Congress on Human Rights held in Rome in January 2009. While June 4th and 5th will be animated by a team of resource persons, helping us explore possibilities of improving a human and rights based approach in all our settings, the final day (June 6, 2009) is set aside to discuss administrative matters. The meeting commences at 09.30 am on June 4, 2009 and concludes by 05.00 pm on June 6, 2009. 
Vocation Camps

The vocation camps are on in the Province and the ones concluded thus far have been encouraging. Each community is once again reminded to ensure that boys who show signs of a religious vocation are directed to the nearest camp. The final Vocation camp will be from May 11 to 20, 2009 at Don Bosco Gunadala.  
Summer Camps

Several of our communities in the Province are organising summer camps for English language, computer skills, soft skills, creativity workshops and so on. These initiatives are much appreciated and will help in extending our services to a greater number of youth. Filing of a short report and a collection of photos would be good by way of documentation. Furthermore, these could be posted on the revamped website of the Province www.donboscohyderabad.org and also be published in the Kaburlu. 

Condolences
· Fr Albano D’Mello, a missionary from the Konkan Province, working in Meghalaya, passed away on April 05, 2009. He was a zealous missionary who opted for the missions in the north-east and worked till the age of 77. Our sincere condolences to the Konkan and Guwahati Provinces at the loss of this zealous Salesian. 

· On April 13, 2009 Steffy, the young niece of Cl. Govindu Joseph, the one pursuing his theological studies in Jerusalem, passed away. She was just 12 years old and died due to typhoid. Our condolences to the bereaved family members and prayers for the young soul. 
· Heartfelt condolences to the Provincial and confreres of Guwahati Province who lost one of their senior confreres in the person of Fr Shrieves Harold on April 16, 2009. He was one of the foreign missionaries who opted for the missions in the North-east several years ago. May his soul rest in peace. 

· Sincere condolences to the Provincial and Confreres of Mumbai Province who will miss Fr Vincent Vaz, a senior confrere well-known for his skills in teaching mathematics for teachers and students alike. He suffered a heart attack on April 19, 2009 while in his room in Nashik. God grant eternal rest to his soul. 
Apostolic assignments 2009-2010

Along with this circular, please find attached the list of apostolic assignments for the year 2009-2010. As this academic year ends, I place on record my sincere thanks to all the confreres, especially the Rectors and those who have shouldered additional responsibilities and am grateful to those who have now accepted fresh responsibilities, even if it meant going against one’s own likes and preferences. A word of special thanks to Fr Guvvala Balaraju and Fr Sony Cyriac who complete their term as Rectors of PT Parru and Punganur, respectively and are moving on to take on other responsibilities. The transfers come into effect from May 24, 2009. May Mother Mary and St Joseph assist each one of us in carrying out the entrusted responsibilities and roles keeping our eyes fixed on the One who called us to be His disciples. 

Anniversary of the Province
On 24th April we commemorate the 17th anniversary of the Province – an occasion to once again thank the Almighty for the marvellous work He has wrought through us in this area marked out as the Salesian Province of Hyderabad. It is also a day of stock-taking so as to carry forward with ever growing zeal, the charism of Don Bosco. May St Joseph, our Patron and Mother Mary our guide constantly aid us being true sons of Don Bosco for the salvation of young people. I also take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for doing your best in living Don Bosco’s dream for the young people of our place. By our very commitment we promise to give of our best to those to whom we are sent. Let the daily recitation of the prayer of consecration, then be a moment of revival and recommitment we make on behalf of God to young people. 

As I conclude, I wish you all a refreshing holiday. Do take time to also wrap up the things of this year and prepare to begin the new academic year afresh. Soon as we begin the month of May, a month dedicated to Our blessed Mother, let us invoke her blessings on our Province, our benefactors, our young people and ourselves too. Wish you all a meaningful Marian month and a happy feast of Mary Help of Christians. 
Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel SDB
Provincial
TRAVELOGUE OF THE PROVINCIAL
April 2009

01          
APV DB Ongole 

02          
APV DB Guntupalli – NJBB Vijayawada

03           
DB Karunapuram – Renewal of Vows

04
     
DB Tech Meeting – Provincial House, Hyderabad
05-12
     
Provincial House - Holy Week

13
     
Provincial House, Hyderabad
14           
AP Education Commission Meeting

15-16
     
Provincial House, Hyderabad
17-18
     
Provincial Council, DB Mariapuram – Karunapuram

19-20
     
Provincial House

21-22

CRI – Priests section Meeting, Bangalore
23-25

National CRI –Executive Meeting, Bangalore

26      
Blessing of the Chapel, DB Punganur
27-30

Provincial House, Hyderabad 
May 2009

02-09

Personal Annual Retreat 

11-12

FMA Perpetual Profession, Nandigama

13

Inauguration of Working Boys Hostel, DB PSS, Hyatnagar 

14-16

Provincial House

17
 
Commission Meeting and Provincial Council, Hyderabad
18-19
APV DB Punganur – APV Sodum 

20-21

Renewals of Profession, DB Punganur

23-24   
First Profession, DB Manoharabad – Perpetual Profession

25-31

Home Visit
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