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August 1, 2009
Dear Confreres, 
Cordial greetings from Don Bosco Provincial house, Hyderabad. 
Moving from Independence to Liberation
For all ordinary usage and understanding the two words ‘liberation’ and ‘independence’ sound the same; yet there is a profound difference that qualifies each of them. The basic meaning of ‘independence’ would be freedom from control, influence, support, aid, or the like, of others. Basically it is ‘not-dependence’. While it is a very positive word and much used, especially in the fields of psychology and politics, it has its undue baggage as well. On the other hand, ‘liberation’ is the act or fact of gaining equal rights or full social or economic opportunities for a group. Interpreted in this sense, ‘liberation’ has a wider communitarian dimension and implication than ‘independence’. 
Reflecting further, especially in the light of the twin feasts of the Assumption of Mother Mary and the independence day of our motherland, India we can learn much. The celebrations of the 150th year of the founding of the Salesian congregation and the increasing awareness at the congregational level of the need to actively participate in emancipation of those denied of their basic rights, provide us with another dimension of the same theme. If we closely study the Preventive System of Don Bosco, it becomes clear to us that our father and founder was no simple man. His love for the boys whom he worked for and with was not just meant to make of them ‘good’ boys. He aimed for something more noble and challenging: he wanted them to be the best of who they could be and in this way, initiate a process whereby everywhere they go, they become catalysts of change and transformation. This was possible only when the boys really understood that they were not merely being called to be free ‘from’ something or someone; they were also being led to choose to be free ‘for’ greater things. 
Only those who made a deliberate choice to be free, first of all of their own fears, prejudices and anxieties, and then help others to do the same are today remembered and looked upto. The rest existed only in their times; they are no more remembered. In our work with the young too, it is good to ask ourselves, if we set before our young people this ‘forward-looking’ challenge of seeking something more than just the immediate? Do we make of the boys good persons, so good that they are good only to themselves and those very dear to them? Do we really ‘liberate’ them; emancipate them enough to rise above their own limitations and reach out to others still struggling? 
The art of being able to help people be emancipated, liberated, freed of their own fears and helping others to do the same is not something that happens by default. It is something we need to discover within ourselves. This is one of the greatest challenges we as Salesian educators today need to face. Most often we make ourselves comfortable in our securities: our field of specialisation, our talents, our influence, our institution and maybe even our name tag, ‘sdb’. But the more we realise that we are all meant to be beacons of hope and encouragement, by primarily being filled with hope and encouragement ourselves, the more efficient will we be in our attempts at liberating people. The more we liberate ourselves from our comfort zones, the better will we be equipped to help others. As someone rightly said, our playing small does not serve the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking, so that other people do not feel insecure around us. It is not noble to lower ourselves when people already look up to us for support and strength. 
Don Bosco’s presence was a liberating presence wherein his boys took the decision to live their life according to standards set by Don Bosco. They knew that Don Bosco would be their strength and support, even if the ideals they set before themselves appeared too high. They rose up to the challenges of being more than what they ever dreamed for themselves, riding on the wings of his confidence. For those lads working in the construction sites, the sight of Don Bosco at their work place, assured them that they would not be ill-treated or cheated. When someone poor visited Don Bosco, they knew for certain that Don Bosco would come up with some way of helping them. Those desperate in life or without hope, found in Don Bosco’s presence, a new lease of life, hitherto never seen and so exciting.  
Above all, Mother Mary continues to be the perfect example of liberation. She, herself being liberated, becomes a channel of transformation and strength. Not without her own fears and sorrows, but she is there with the apostles after the death of Jesus. Her presence offers them the consolation and courage that all is not lost. Being with her, they share her hope and expectations. Her presence is all that matters. But this presence is powerful enough to help all rise above the situation of drudgery, doubt and fear.
We are all meant to shine, as did Don Bosco and Mother Mary. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people strength to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others. Moving from independence to liberation we free ourselves and empower others to accompany us, as partners, on a journey to make the world a heaven on earth. 
Hearty Welcome to Fr Cereda, Fr Maria Arokiam and the SPCSA members
During the second week of August 2009 we will have the gracious presence of Fr Francesco Cereda, the Councillor for Formation and Fr Maria Arokiam Kanaga, the Regional Councillor for South Asia in the Province. We whole-heartedly welcome them in our midst and wish them a pleasant stay. Although both of them will be primarily here for the SPCSA meeting scheduled from August 9-12, 2009 they will also be visiting some of the Communities. Fr Maria Arokiam also will be animating the Province for the Provincial consultation. Here is the finalised consultation schedule: 

August 8, 2009: Gunadala (for the region of Vijayawada and Guntur) 10.00 am – 01.00 pm

August 13, 2009: Karunapuram   07.30 am – 10.30 am

August 13, 2009: Hyderabad   03.00 pm – 06.00 pm

August 14, 2009: Kadapa   10.00 am – 01.00 pm

A word of hearty welcome to all the SPCSA members too. Besides the Provincials of South Asia, there will also be a delegate from each Province attending the SPCSA assembly from August 9-11, 2009. Fr Jose Maliekal will be the delegate representing the Province, especially since the SPCSA assembly will be mainly deliberating on the formation section this time. 

Provincial Chapter 7 (PC 7)
The Provincial Chapter is the fraternal gathering in which the local communities strengthen their sense of belonging to the Provincial Community, through their common concern for its general problems (Constitutions art. 170). To facilitate this endeavour, the moderator of PC 7 and the pre-capitular committee are already at work. Besides the various documents and questionnaires for personal and community reflection, you will also receive the Prayer for the Chapter. It is good to take note that one of the ways in which all confreres participate in the Provincial Chapter is through information and prayer, the preparation, realisation and conclusions of the PC (Acts 394 p. 65). 
As per art. 163 of our Regulations, I hereby present the following clusters for the election of the delegates for the PC 7 and his substitute. 
· Chandur (4) + Nalgonda (3)

· Gunadala (6)

· Guntur (5) + Nuzvid (2)

· DB, Sanathnagar (4) + BIRDY (3)

· St Theresa’s (2) + Manoharabad (4)

· Provincial House (6)

· DBNJ, Ramanthapur (6)

· Karunapuram (50)
· Kondadaba (5) + DBNJ, Vizag (1) + Koraput (2)

· Ravulapalem (5) + Peddaboddepalli (3)

· Kurnool (3) + Raptadu (2) + Kollapur (2)

· Kadapa (3) + Punganur (2) + Sodum (1)

· Mariapuram (4) + Wyra (3)

· DBNJ, Vijayawada (3) + Pezzonipet (3)

· Mangalagiri (3) + Guntupalli (3)

· PT Parru (3) + Ponnur (3)

Sincere Thanks
Our sincere thanks to Fr Benjamin Puthota for animating the first annual retreat for the Confreres of the Province. His well prepared animations based on GC 26 and the talks and reflections of the Rector Majors, were truly inspirational. I trust the leaders of the communities attending the retreat have benefited a lot and will pass on the passionate zeal of the da mihi animas to the community and the beneficiaries of our apostolate as well. I am grateful to Fr Benjamin for accepting to preach this retreat and helping us relive the GC 26 at a greater depth. 
On July 25 and 26, 2009 there was a seminar held at BIRDY, Hyderabad on the theme of reviving the educational efficacy of our Salesian education system. Organised by the Education commission, under the leadership of Fr Madanu Rayappa, the delegate the seminar, with help from various resource persons, tried to carry forward the educational ideals of Don Bosco. Another note-worthy feature of this seminar was that the Salesian Family was well represented. I congratulate Fr Madanu Rayappa for organising this seminar and wish the commission and all our educational institutions, the very best in implementing the final resolutions arrived at. 
The SMAs join the Salesian Family
The Rector Major and his Council on July 28, 2009 accepted the request of the ‘Sisters of Maria Auxiliatrix’ (SMA) to be a part of the Salesian family. The SMAs become the 27th group in the Salesian Family. The Sisters of Maria Auxiliatrix came into being through the intuition of Salesian Fr M.C. Antony, who, on 13th May 1976 set up a Pious Union with four girls, involved in social work. The SMA charism is expressed through the motto ‘to look after the poor and the abandoned young girls’. Today the Sisters of Maria Auxiliatrix number around 110 Sisters, spread over 23 communities in seven diocese of India. 

Upcoming events
Conclusion of the Marian Month
From July 15th we commenced the Marian month, a time we specially remembered and venerated our Blessed Mother in our institutions. I trust each community is already preparing to give a fitting conclusion to the month long events held in view of the great feast of the Assumption. 
Death anniversary of Fr John Varricatt
On August 21st we commemorate the 7th death anniversary of Fr John Varricatt, the first confrere to pass on to his eternal reward from our Province. Please do remember to pray for him and to him too; that inspired by his loving example of religious fidelity and missionary zeal many may join us Salesians. 
AP Regional Youth Meet
There is a state-wide youth meet being organised and held at BIRDY, Hyderabad from September 4-6, 2009. This is a good occasion for us to help our young people gain a wider exposure and provide them with opportunities of creatively exploring the various ways in which they can be fully alive. Further details and information shall soon be made available. 
Annual Retreat
Kindly note that the next annual retreat commences on September 7, 2009 at 09.30 am in the Provincial house, Hyderabad and concludes on Sept 12, 2009. Fr Dominic Veliath sdb is the animator of the same. 
Nativity of Our Lady
On September 8th we commemorate the nativity of Our Lady. Being the 150th year of the foundation of the Congregation, this is a reminder that we could use such solemn occasions to celebrate this jubilee too. I am sure that Mother Mary would be mighty pleased if we honour her on this b’day of hers with a special ‘Salesian gift’ involving all our community confreres, boys and lay collaborators. 
Request for prayers
· Exactly a month ago, Fr Manthuruthil Abraham (Fr Abu), the rector of Mariapuram community, was diagnosed as having leukaemia. He is currently undergoing a six-month treatment programme and reports indicate that he is positively responding to the medication. He has just finished his second cycle of this six-month programme. Though the doctors assure us that they are doing their best, our prayers will certainly be of great support to Fr Abu. 
· Cl. Yandava Kalyan, our confrere studying theology in Turin, has long been suffering and only of late has been diagnosed as having tuberculosis. He too is undergoing treatment and needs our fervent prayers. 
· A couple of weeks ago, Cl. Mettupally Prashanth, doing his second year philosophy at Yercaud, was found suffering from a strange bout of fits. On consulting doctors, it was discovered that he has a larva in his brain. He is now back in the community after spending some time in the hospital. He is recuperating but it will be slow process. Do keep him in your prayers. 
· Cl. Rocherla Rohit, a first year student at Karunapuram, too was diagnosed as having tuberculosis, some time ago. However, he is fast recuperating but is still under medication. Kindly pray for his speedy recovery too. 
· The younger brother of Fr Kollamparambil Joseph is battling cancer and is in pretty bad shape. Please say a prayer for his good health too. 
Besides these confreres mentioned above, there are several others, confreres, parents, benefactors and friends of us, who are suffering due to ill-health. While it is true that suffering ennobles, it also true that it is a very painful experience. Let us therefore accompany them with our prayers and fraternal concern, especially in these moments of difficulty and pain. 
Condolences

· On July 20, 2009 Fr Antonio Domenech, the former General Councillor for Youth Ministry passed away in Barcelona, Spain. He was 66 years old. During the 12 years that he headed the Youth Ministry department at the Congregation level he introduced several novel and innovative means to adapt the Salesian apostolate to the ever-changing youth scenario. The discovery of a fatal tumour and the subsequent painful treatment, since 2005, did not slow him down. He leaves behind a clear and shining example of apostolic generosity and the total giving of himself to Don Bosco’s project. 

· Heartfelt condolences to Fr Puthusserry Sojan and his family members at the demise of his Dad, Mr Varghese, who passed away on July 20, 2009 in Kerala. May his soul of the deceased rest in peace and may the family, especially Fr Sojan, tangibly feel the consolation of the heavenly Father. 

I conclude, wishing you all a very happy feast of the Assumption and a solemn Independence day. May our heavenly Mother intercede for us, and for our Motherland too! May we grow from dependence to independence to liberation, and in this process take along with us our boys, our collaborators and our own confreres. 
Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel SDB
Provincial
TRAVELOGUE OF THE PROVINCIAL
August 2009
02-05

Provincial House, Hyderabad

06

APV Guntupalli

08

Provincial Consultation, Vijayawada

09-12

SPCSA, Hyderabad

13

Provincial Consultation, Karunapuram and Hyderabad

14

Provincial Consultation, Kadapa

16

Curatorium, KJC Bangalore

17-18

Punganur – Sodum

19-20

Provincial Council, Hyderabad
21-25

Provincial House, Hyderabad

26-27

Provincial House – RCRI Meeting, Hyderabad
28-29
APV Mangalagiri
30-31
APV Manoharabad
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