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September 8, 2009
Dear Confreres, 
Cordial greetings and festal wishes of the birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary from Don Bosco Provincial house, Hyderabad. The tragic events of the last couple of days have shocked us immensely. Unprepared and unexpected, we have been hit by a wave of deaths, mostly of those whom we knew well. Some of us participated in the funeral service of Fr Benji at Chennai and Tirupattur were he was laid to rest. The memory of this event is still vivid in our minds. Here below I share with you my sentiments of sorrow and the challenges he has left for us in the lasting  values to which his life was a witness.

Adieu dear Fr Benji
The first Salesian to set foot on the soil of Andhra Pradesh, the first Salesian Rector of our Province and the first Salesian Provincial of the Province of Hyderabad, our dear beloved Fr Benji is no more among us today.  Another living Don Bosco has called it a day!! His sudden loss is made all the more painful because it seems just like yesterday that so many of us met him in person, spoke to him, listened to his ever-enthusiastic words and shared a hearty laugh with him over a cup of tea or community meal. To believe that he, who was all hale and hearty, died all of a sudden is still a difficult task. 

We were not expecting this just now, but the Lord challenges and surprises us at every moment; may His will be done because He is always our only good and our hope. For now we can only give thanks to the Lord for the life of our beloved Fr Benji. We gladly give thanks to God for our beloved Rev. Fr Benjamin Puthota, who responded to the voice of the Lord, who called him to commit his whole life with Don Bosco in the Congregation. 
Fr Benji’s sudden demise reminds me of the passage from St Luke’s gospel: “See that you are dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like men waiting for their master to return from the wedding feast, ready to open the door as soon as he comes and knocks.” (Lk. 12: 36) This passage offers us the exhortation of Jesus, and provides each one of us with what was also for him a programme of life. The two images are very evocative as they remind us of the experience of the Exodus so full of significance for mankind: learning how to live as pilgrims until we reach the promised land. The ‘dressed for action’ in fact, describes the typical attitude of someone ready to travel or to start work, tucking up their long garments so as to be able to move more freely; the ‘lamps lit’ on the other hand suggests being always ready for the unexpected return of the master during the night. This, however, is not the attitude of the timid or fearful servant, but rather that of those ‘household’ servants who are overjoyed because on his return the master will exchange roles and he himself will begin to serve them. This parable of Jesus and the death of Fr Benjamin are an invitation to be ready, to joyfully keep our hearts and minds open to the Lord who comes to fill our lives with light.

Having come to know Fr Benji more closely over the years in the service of animation and government of the Congregation, I am convinced that he deserves that blessing reserved for those who wait for the Lord, faithfully carrying out what they have been given to do: “Happy that servant if his master’s arrival finds him at his employment.” This for us means living with one’s heart detached from those values that are uncertain, but looking to the future, and in a state of readiness “because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect”. Just like Don Bosco, with our feet on the ground, our thoughts in heaven and our hearts open to everyone.

Some of us participated in the retreat he animated a month ago, and the death  of Fr Benjamin is an added reminder for us to renew our faith and joy in our vocation, to live, not in mediocrity but in a deeply spiritual manner, concerned not so much to maintain structures or manage our works, as rather to make the charism bear fruit and to communicate it, to be servants, faithful to the mission that has been entrusted to us, to be “signs and bearers of the love of God for young people, especially those who are poor, abandoned and in danger.” 

Today, even though saddened by the loss of Fr Benjamin, we rejoice with him as he is welcomed by the Lord, who after knocking at his door, has once again called him by name, has found him ready, dressed for action and with the light lit, has brought him into His house and now sits him down at table and serves him, filling him with joy, giving him days without end, according to the following words that sum up in such a splendid way the hard reality of human life and divine hope in the resurrection: “In Him who rose from the dead, our hope of resurrection dawned. The sadness of death gives way to the bright promise of immortality. Lord, for you faithful people life is changed not ended. When the body of our earthly dwelling lies in death, we gain an everlasting dwelling place in heaven.”
To put in words all the feelings soaked with affection and admiration of all Salesians and people who knew him would be next to impossible.  Thanks to his charismatic personality, the name ‘Benji’ is immortalized! The very mention of that name lights up the atmosphere. It commands respect and showers affection. It stands for one we knew with a beaming smile, sparkling eyes and a charming word. As a confrere put it rightly: “The one and only Fr Benji is no more!” 

Among the many messages of condolence which continue to pour in I would like to read a mail from one of my friends, which touched me much:  

Everyday before I start my work I go on to the Hyderabad site and read the latest news and then resume to do my work, today when I opened I saw Fr Benji's photograph with the floral decoration I saw his image and I took for granted it will be some jubilee celebrations, unconsciously something rang a bell within me asking me to look at it again and lo I saw the RIP, and my heart simply sank with deep sorrow.  If affects me deeply and I have not got over the sadness mainly because he was somebody very close to you, as you looked upon him like a father, friend and a guide.

He was like Don Bosco, every Salesian who passed through his shadow will say, “Benji loves me!”  I have only seen him several times when he visited the communities where I lived. But through Salesians I have heard a great deal about him, his goodness radiated in the mouths that spoke about him.  They used to mention that he had soft corner and special consideration for Salesians who were in trouble, like a mother he would soothe and protect them.   

Recently while he was here in Hyderabad he wanted to visit all his friends in the little time he had, especially the elderly sisters of St Theresa’s community at Sanathnagar. The sisters were so excited about his visit and the narration of his work in Istanbul.  He affected many hearts in many different ways. 

Exactly a month ago he was here with us. He preached a retreat to the Rectors of our province with all vigour – something typical of him. Later on 22 August I went to bless a wedding in Chennai. As Fr Benji was also invited I asked him to preach the homily. He spoke eloquently as ever. During the sign of peace he made sure to shake hands with everyone. After the Holy Eucharist he met a lot of people and later just vanished. I wanted to wish him goodbye and get that loving embrace he would normally give, when he parts for long … But I missed it for the last time. Now he is in the loving embrace of the heavenly Father. 
On 25th morning he flew back to Turkey. The shocking and shattering news of his sudden demise came from Istanbul, late in the night of 27th August While being with the community members as they were rearranging their living quarters, he suddenly collapsed in their midst and went to his heavenly reward. 

Certainly he is now smiling for ever, full of light, of joy, of love in that Day without end at the Father’s side. We however, feel his absence. We shall miss his smile, his laughter, his shrewdness, his cheerfulness, his humility, his evangelical simplicity, his strong sense of being a Salesian, his love for Blessed Mother Mary, St Joseph and Don Bosco and the Congregation. I am sure that his death and his intercession will bear fruit.
Dear friends, we are realizing only now the debt of gratitude we owe to Fr Benjamin Puthota, the founder and first architect of the Salesian Province of Hyderabad. Our Rector Major, Rev. Fr Pascual Chavez in his recent visit to Istanbul, announced to the public gathering there, that the best gift he could give to Turkey was none other than Fr Benjamin Puthota. Today if he were here he would have said Fr Benjamin is a great son of Don Bosco and a stalwart and one of the great gifts God has given to Salesians of Don Bosco in the South Asian region. He has been a gift of God to all wherever he was sent.

Of the many virtues that God blessed Fr Benji, I would like to enumerate just four of them which appealed to me most. 

He was a Great Salesian 

His Salesian qualities are innumerable, and they are worth emulating: his loyalty to Don Bosco and his charisma, his love for the missions, his love for the boys, his tireless work, his spirit of joy and optimism. His enthusiasm and zest for life knew no barriers or limits. One could seldom find Fr Benjamin Puthota brooding over something or find him gloomy. There was a contagious joy on his face. He carried with him a sense of wonder, humour and admiration.  He had a contagious smile on him, and he laughed loud, radiating his enthusiasm to all those who lived with him. None of these qualities diminished with age.

His love for the church, for Don Bosco and the congregation was proverbial. All who knew him well would testify that he spoke of   Don Bosco and the congregation in season and out of season. His heart was lit with the fire of passion full of Don Bosco and his great zeal for souls. This zeal was expressed in his love for the missions and for his people. He made it a point to keep abreast with documents concerning the congregation and the Church and never missed an opportunity to prepare programmes using modern means to animate the confreres. 

Above all, his love for the congregation was expressed in his great love for young people. Though he was not the parish priest of the Parish of Bandlaguda he would zealously gather youngsters to prepare a good choir. He spared no efforts in the formation of the various groups of the Salesian Family. On his recent visit to the St Theresa’s Parish, Sanathnagar, he exhorted that the Association of Devotees of Mary Help of Christians (ADMA) be initiated in this province.

As a true son of Don Bosco, he imbibed a filial devotion to our Blessed Mother. 

He had a zealous pastoral Heart  

Whatever be the task he was given he revealed his great pastoral zeal and love for the confreres and people to whom the Lord entrusted him. He was a pastor who knew his flock, and like the good shepherd he sought that which was lost, and brought back that which was driven away, and bound up that which was  broken, and strengthened that which was sick (Cf. Ez 34:16).

He was a man of Prayer and a Faithful Priest
Fr Benjamin Puthota was a man of deep personal and community prayer. That he valued prayer is evident from the thoroughness with which he prepared for and conducted the liturgical services. His prayer was joyful, an overflow of his own inner spiritual disposition. The Rosary and personal prayer became his constant moments of communion with the Lord whom he loved with all his heart. It was expressed also in his total resignation to the will of the Lord in his daily life. While addressing a group of Priests in Chennai recently he stated that he never missed celebrating Holy Mass, not even for a single day, during his 47 years of Priesthood. Such was his love and fidelity to Christ and his call as a Priest. 
He was a Dynamic Pioneering leader 

Everyone was amazed at the prolific phase he established the formation houses and the basic infrastructure of Salesian Province of Hyderabad as its first Provincial. Everyone has only words of praise for the well planned provincial house. It still remains the best among the South Asian region. Appreciating his leadership qualities some secular friends perceived in him the qualities of a CEO of a corporate firm. In all his daring initiatives and times of crisis he would turn to intercede to his beloved patron St Joseph who never failed him. This was very evident as he chose St Joseph as the patron saint of both the Province of Hyderabad and the Vice province of Sri Lanka.

We all know well who Fr Benji was to us, to the congregation and the Church. More than sing the praises of Fr Benji’s virtues, I want to thank the Lord, together with all of you for having given him to us, and to acknowledge the good that, through the grace of God, he has done in the Church and in the Congregation. 

Fr Benjamin Puthota leaves behind a great legacy of a heroic charismatic fervour for all of us to admire and imitate. In his lifetime he touched us in so many ways. We shared his gift of Faith. We have been lifted up by his enthusiasm and cheered by his smile and humour and warmed by his friendship. We are glad in our knowledge that, because we were his family members, his confreres, his friends and benefactors we brought each other happiness, for in friendship there is always both a giving and receiving.

Indeed his profound love for Christ and his Priesthood, his passion for Don Bosco and everything Salesian, his filial attachment to Mary Help of Christians, his trust in St Joseph, his daring leadership abilities, his eloquence and sharp knowledge of facts and above all, his knack at striking a personal rapport with all who met him have made of him a legend and a household name!   Fr Benji a cuddly name, called with full of affection.  He was a great son of Don Bosco. Let us thank God for the precious gift of Fr Benji to our dear province and to the South Asian region. 

Dear Fr Benji, as we bid you goodbye, we would like to say we will miss you. We will miss a loving father, friend and guide and we will miss your loving embrace…You meant a lot to us and we continue to look upto you to inspire us, guide us and challenge us… ! Thank you dear Fr Benji! 
Celebrating the 150th anniversary
In view of the conclusion of the 150th anniversary of the foundation of the Congregation the Rector Major, the Vatican through the Apostolic Penitentiary, has secured a plenary indulgence for the Salesians on December 18. By a decree dated June 22, 2009 Salesians who renew their profession on December 18, 2009 can gain a plenary indulgence. The motive is that confreres of the Salesian society may be even more open to the Divine generosity and therefore draw more abundant spiritual fruits. It is also the wish of the Rector Major that the 18th of December 2009 be solemnized at all local levels. Following his suggestion, we plan to celebrate this event, along with the Salesian Family, at the various zonal levels in the Province. Fr Vice-Provincial will be coordinating these celebrations. In the meantime, I would once again like to draw your attention to giving a special flavour to our Salesian feasts and other solemn occasions in this special year. 

Circular of the Regional Councillor 
As part of his animation programme, Fr Maria Arokiam Kanaga, the Regional Councillor for South Asia, would like to reach out to the confreres of the region regularly through a circular. His maiden circular is enclosed herewith for your personal and community reading and reflection. 

Provincial Chapter 7 (PC 7)
Fr Madanu Rayappa will soon make known the results of the election of the local delegates (and substitutes) for PC 7 and initiate the election process of the Province delegates. I am also glad to note that communities do allot quality time for reflecting and discussing the themes of the Chapter. As an added means of preparation for the PC 7, I wish to recommend that each community spent an evening in adoration every week with the special intention that this Chapter be a moment of introspection and renewal for us as a Province. 
Golden Jubilee of Fr Maddhichetty Michael and Fr Chinnappa Thomas
As a Province we will be felicitating Fr M.S. Michael on the occasion of his Golden Jubilee of Religious Profession on October 8, 2009 at St Michael’s Boys’ home, Guntur. That of Fr C. Thomas we shall celebrate in December 2009. We thank the Lord for the gift of these two confreres who have spent their lifetime in the service of the Lord as Salesians. Through their enterprising and loving presence amidst us in the Province they continue to enrich us in many ways. Let us continue to pray for their good health and happiness. 
AP Regional Youth Meet
Due to the sudden death of our honourable Chief Minister, Mr Y.S. Rajashekhar Reddy, the scheduled youth meet to be held at BIRDY, Hyderabad this month has been rescheduled for a later date. The exact date and details will be made known to you at the earliest. As said earlier, this is a good occasion for us to help our young people gain a wider exposure and provide them with opportunities of creatively exploring various ways in which they can be fully alive. 
Sincere Thanks
My sincere thanks to Fr Dominic Veliath sdb for consenting to come to the Province to preach the second annual retreat that is currently underway in the Provincial house. May God bless him with good health and gracious wisdom to continue the great work he is doing at KJC, Bangalore. 

Prayers for sick confreres
Thanks to the prayers of so many confreres, family members and friends, quite a few of those whom I requested for prayers last month are doing well. Fr Abu is responding well to the treatment and we are hopeful that by the end of the treatment he will be completely cured. Cls. Kalyan, Prashanth and Rohit too are feeling much better. However, do continue to pray for the good health of not only these confreres but also of our ailing parents, benefactors and friends. 
Condolences

On August 11, 2009 Fr Luigi Jellici, aged 94, passed away at Siliguri, W. Bengal. He belonged to the Salesian Province of Kolkata. Our heartfelt condolences to the Provincial and the confreres of Kolkata Province. 
Our sincere condolences to the family members and close collaborators of our state Chief Minister, Mr Y.S. Rajashekar Reddy who died, along with four others, in a tragic helicopter crash on September 2, 2009 near Kurnool. He had endeared himself to the common man, especially over the last few years, through the various government schemes and policies aimed at empowering the economically lower section of the society. Outstanding among his achievements were his innovative means of subsidising loans, especially for farmers, providing quality education to all and extending immediate and qualitative health facilities to everyone. Truly, in his death, the state has lost one of its finest leaders. We pray that God may grant eternal repose to his soul and consolation to his near and dear ones. 
Happy B’day Mother Mary

Today, along with the Church, we celebrate the nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus. Besides the main reason for celebrating this feast, i.e., the important role Mary played in the life of Jesus, the feast is also significant in the Roman calendar. There are only three whose nativity is celebrated: Jesus, Mary and John the Baptist. All other saints are recalled only on their feastday(s) which usually corresponds to their death. 
To celebrate a nativity is a special mark, noting that these people were set aside from their birth as a dwelling of the Holy Spirit. With Jesus, God-become-Man, it goes without saying. With John, we have a scriptural reference in Luke to his indwelling of the Holy Spirit. When Elizabeth his mother heard Mary approach, John leapt for joy in his mother's womb. With Mary, we have sacred tradition. It seems fitting that we should “ponder these things in our heart” when it comes to Our Lady. Furthermore, thanks to our rich tradition and the recent happenings, we indeed have much to ponder and reflect upon, if only we have the interest and commitment to our vocation as Priests and religious. 
May Mother Mary continue to guide, inspire and lead us closer to her son Jesus every day and in every way of our life. Assuring you all of my special prayers on this auspicious day, I conclude.

Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel SDB
Provincial
� EMBED Photoshop.Image.5 \s ���





� EMBED Photoshop.Image.5 \s ���














PAGE  
8

_1161178624.psd

_1161178657.psd

