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      October 7, 2009
Dear Confreres, 
Cordial greetings and joyful wishes in this gracious month of the Holy Rosary from Don Bosco Provincial house, Hyderabad. 
Floods and Relief works
Several parts of our state (and that of Karnataka too) have been severely affected due to the incessant rains and floods. The districts of Kunool, Mahbubnagar, Vijayawada and Guntur are the worst affected. I do not wish to enumerate the extent of damage to human life and property that has deeply affected the people of our state, here. Our confreres and communities in Kurnool, Kollapur and Vijayawada-Guntur (regions) have been reaching out to the affected people in whatever way they can. Bosco Seva Kendra too is coordinating relief works in its own way. Your contribution towards relief and rehabilitation work can be addressed to the Province Economer. Besides the immediate material help that is being procured and distributed, I recommend to your valuable prayers, all those affected by this untimely floods. Several have lost their lives, others their beloved ones and very many have all their possessions washed away. We also express our solidarity with the confreres in these affected areas who are doing their best to reach out to all those affected. 

Stand up and take action… A mission at hand
In September 2000, 189 member states of the United Nations came together in the largest gathering of world leaders in history to adopt the UN Millennium Declaration, and thereby pledge that their countries will act to significantly reduce the extreme poverty and inequality that affects more than a billion people at the turn of the century and thus contribute to the creation of a more peaceful, prosperous and just world. Over the years there is a growing awareness of this campaign initiated by the UN and carried forward by millions of people across the world. The Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) and with it the Stand Up Take Action (SUTA) are UN Millennium Campaigns (UNMC) in support of the 8 Millennium Goals to be achieved by all nations by 2015.

The ‘Stand Up’ in 2006 (23 million people), ‘Stand Up and Speak Out’ in 2007 (47 million) ‘Stand Up Take Action’ in 2008 (116 million) show the enthusiasm that has been generated across the globe in this effort by the UNMC/GCAP. This year October 16 – 18 is marked for this purpose. In an age where networking is proving to be essential and effective, we need to take this plunge. While working by ourselves we do much, but much greater things and realities are possible if we collaborate with others with a common mission. 

Besides the networking dimension of this endeavour, there is also the apostolic and spiritual aspect of the same. The Rector Major, especially through the Strenna 2010, has been appealing for us to ‘upgrade’ our apostolate from a mere localised initiative to a ‘vast movement’ involving the Salesian Family and the young. Now here is an opportunity for us to be part of this teeming millions who hope for ‘Another World that is Possible’. Speaking in a Christian sense, this would be nothing less than the Kingdom yet to come, for which we pray daily. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are a concrete expression of the ‘Our Father’ and the Beatitudes, and they rise above all barriers of religion, geography and history. 
Concretely speaking, we can reach this message to thousands and join hands in strengthening the voices which demand for a better world through our various activities. The Sunday (October 18, 2009) services is one great occasion wherein we can conscientize, highlight and mobilize our Parishoners of the MDGs. Furthermore, special Prayer of the faithful can be utilised; the pledge can be taken along with the whole congregation and the theme of the Magnificat could very well fit in with the whole celebration. These are available, both in English and Telugu, on our Province website under the ‘Documents’ section. Appropriate hymns, prayers and animations could very well enhance the liturgical celebrations of the day. The fact that it is also the Mission Sunday adds meaning to this celebration. These are concrete ways of making true the Kingdom to come which is precisely the mission at hand. 
During the days preceding October 18th our children in the schools, colleges, boardings and technical institutions could be instructed about the MDGs through our daily morning talks, newsletters, notice boards and even through a special assembly called for this occasion (preferably on October 16). The pledge too can form part of this assembly. Organising a signature campaign is another way of involving our friends in our stand against poverty and for equality. Taking out a rally on any of the days marked out (Oct. 16-18, 2009), organising a cultural programme or a sporting event, displaying of banners, coordinating a community service programme are some of the ways of joining in this global campaign. For more ideas, inspiration and guidance do log on to www.standagainstpoverty.org . You could even register your action or means of participation, however big or small, at the same site.
You might very well ask if poverty and other social issues plaguing the society can ever be wiped off through such simple acts. Well the answer is the same if we were to ask ourselves, “Does the reign of God really come just by we praying the ‘Our Father’ daily?” It would be apt to remember one of Mother Teresa’s quotes here: “My work is only a drop in the ocean; but if not for my work, the ocean would be less by a drop!” The attempt here is not to change the world by October 19 nor is it to become a global family all of a sudden; the effort rather, is to strive for it as one human family. Rather than wait for someone, somewhere to initiate a process of change and renewal, we could take a small step, along with millions. How often we spend our days waiting for the ideal path to appear in front of us. But what we forget is that paths are made by walking, not by waiting. 
Past Pupils’ Federation(s)
During an international meeting of the Past Pupils held recently in Rome, an idea that has been proposed is that of having several federations in the Province rather than just one alone. This would ensure greater efficacy and regular interaction for a collective effort. This proposal would be studied at a deeper level in the forthcoming National Council of the Past Pupils to be held in Tura from 9th to 11th November 2009. I place this idea before you all so as to study this proposal and if need be utilise this opportunity to revive our Past Pupils Units in our communities. I know of several young people, who have passed out of our institutions who are eager to do something for the society. They however lament the lack of an infrastructure which will support them in this endeavour. It is not that we, the educators/Salesians, have to ‘do it all’. As young men and women who have learnt and imbibed the values of Don Bosco and his Preventive System through our educational settings, these Past Pupils have the potential and the good will – we only have to encourage and support them in their initiatives. I hope the Province Past Pupils’ meet, something due for long, will take up this proposal and also suggest ways and means of making our local units come alive for an active role in transforming society. 
Association of Mary Help of Christians
Like the Past pupils, the Association of Mary Help of Christians (ADMA) is an official member of the Salesian Family. Founded by Don Bosco himself on April 18, 1869 this public association of the faithful was officially inducted into the Salesian Family on July 5, 1989. To-date, there are more than 35,000 members in this group. However, at present there are no such groups in our Province. Through these few lines I wish to exhort, especially our Parishes, to take concrete steps to start the ADMA as part of the Parish sodalities. In this month of the Holy Rosary, it would be good to give a thought to this proposal. I am sure, with so great an emphasis on the Marian dimension and after the constant efficacious intercession of Mary Help of Christians, none of our Parishes will be lacking in people willing to be part of this group. 

Congratulations
Our sincere wishes and prayers for Cl. Parry Sarath who made his Perpetual Profession in Germany on October 4, 2009. He recently wrote his language (German) exam and is awaiting results. If all goes well, he shall commence his theological studies at Benediktbeuern, Germany this year itself. 
Upcoming events

Golden Jubilee of Fr MS Michael and Fr C Thomas
On October 8, 2009 we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Fr Maddhichetty Michael at St Michael’s Boys’ Home, Guntur. We felicitate Fr Chinnappa Thomas on November 14, 2009 at Don Bosco Premnivas, Mangalagiri on the occasion of his golden Jubilee. We congratulate both Fr Michael and Fr C Thomas and assure them of our special prayers. 

Inaugurations at Mariapuram

On October 11, 2009 there is the inauguration of Don Bosco Deepika, the centre for rural animation and Don Bosco Navajeevan, the rehabilitation shelter home for the young at risk. We wish Fr Abu, the confreres and the inmates all the very best. 

Youth Meet

The Youth meet of the Province which was slated for the beginning of September 2009 is now rescheduled for October 17 and 18, 2009. The meeting will be held at BIRDY, Hyderabad. You will receive the details soon.

SA Regional Social Communication Meet

From the 25th till the 30th of this month there will be at the Provincial house, Hyderabad the South Asian Regional Social Communications meeting. We gladly welcome the main resource person, Fr Filiberto Gonzalez, the General Councillor for Social Communications to our Province. We extend to him, and the other participants, a hearty welcome and wish them a happy and enriching stay in Hyderabad. The delegate for Social Communication from our Province, Fr Thathireddy Vijaya Bhaskar too would be here by then and would be joined by members of the Social Communication Commission for this meeting. The meeting is basically aimed at pooling in ideas and resources to create a better communication culture, especially through the Social Communication delegate, the editors of the Bulletins and coordinators of the various activities related to Social Communication in the South Asian region.  

Inauguration of the Tech School, Ongole

The inauguration of the Technical school building is slated for the 29th of October 2009. We wish Fr KP Mathew, Confreres and the boys all the best for this added infrastructure and opportunity to make our presence more relevant and meaningful. 

Commemoration of the deceased

On November 5 we commemorate the deceased benefactors and members of the Salesian Family. Please make sure that the Mass of the day is celebrated in memory of them. 

PC 7 

Just a reminder that we commence the Provicial Chapter VII on November 30 and conclude with the Provincial Community day on December 4, 2009. You are also requested to specially pray for the success of the Chapter and dedicate one evening of every week in adoration for the same. 

Condolences

On September 24, 2009 Msgr P.C. Balaswamy, the former Bishop of Nellore, passed away to his eternal reward. We gratefully remember and thank him for his cordial rapport with us and for his constant encouragement in carrying out our apostolate, especially in the Diocese of Nellore. Our heartfelt condolences to the Bishop and Diocese of Nellore too.
Month of the Holy Rosary
The month of October is traditionally commemorated as the month of the Holy Rosary. It was on September 1, 1883, that Pope Leo XIII released the first in a series of encyclicals on the rosary. (He would issue 11 such encyclicals throughout his reign.) Entitled Supremi apostolatus officio (The supreme Apostolic office), this encyclical urged Catholics to increase their devotion to the Virgin Mary, especially through the use of the rosary. To foster such devotion, the same Pope in the following year, dedicated the month of October to Our Lady of the Holy Rosary through his encyclical Superiore anno (Last year). 

The feast of the Holy Rosary, (October 7) was introduced by Pope St Pius V in the year 1571 to commemorate the miraculous victory of the Christian forces in the Battle of Lepanto on October 7, 1571. Even today the Rosary is a very powerful tool in combating the evils that threaten and weaken our spiritual life. Termed as ‘a compendium of the entire Gospel’ (by Pope Pius XII), the daily recitation of the Rosary in our houses is as important as the Holy Mass. Often lost in the plethora of activities that we are engaged in, we either relegate the Rosary as ‘optional’ or shorten it for our convenience. This is not to be! Devotion to Mother Mary is something precious that we have inherited from Don Bosco himself and we simply cannot afford to do away with Mother Mary’s gracious presence in our midst. Being a concrete way of expressing our devotion to Mother Mary, I exhort each community and each confrere to daily pray the Rosary with sincere devotion. Especially in this month of October let us resolve never to miss our daily Rosary and let go of opportunities to spread devotion to Her.  

May Mother Mary continue to guide, inspire and lead us closer to her son Jesus every day and in every way of our life. With every good wish and prayer, I conclude.
Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel SDB
Provincial
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