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      November 6, 2009
Dear Confreres, 
Cordial greetings from Don Bosco Provincial house, Hyderabad. 
Celebrating 150 years of history
On December 18, 2009 we celebrate the completion of the 150th anniversary of the foundation of our Congregation. What began as a simple endeavour with just 17 young men, entrusting themselves to the grand plans of one dynamic and passionate Priest, has today become a vast movement involving millions of people. It is this ‘miracle’ that we commemorate on December 18th. The Rector Major calls us to make this day special not just by a mere liturgical and cultural celebration but by a process of renewal culminating in the rededication of our whole self to the Mission of Christ, as carved out by Don Bosco. Therefore I exhort each community to plan together with the local Salesian family members, including our own students and boys, a programme in preparation for December 18, 2009. 
On the final day (Dec. 18, 2009) the Provincial Councillors will assist the regions in animating the day. It would be fitting to come together in the following places for this solemn occasion: 
· Guntur region (St Michael’s) – Fr Bellamkonda Sudhakar

· Hyderabad region (Provincial House) – Fr Provincial 

· Kadapa region (St Antony’s) – Fr Raminedi Balaraju

· Karunapuram region (Don Bosco Philosophate) – Fr Jose Maliekal

· Nalgonda/Kollapur region (DB Academy) – Fr Salibindla Balashowry 

· Vijayawada region (Pezzonipet) – Fr Thottiyil Thomas

· Vizag region (Kondadaba) – Fr Madanu Rayappa

The Salesian community of Karunapuram will circulate some animation material which could be utilised for the preparation and celebration of this anniversary. The modality and finer details of the celebrations will be made known in due time by the Vice-Provincial. Please note that along with the Salesian community the members of the Salesian family should be invited for the celebrations. Do take care to inform the rectors of the Communities which host these celebrations about the number of participants for better organisation of the event. 
Finally, I would once again like to remind ourselves of the words of our beloved Rector Major, Fr Pascual Chavez about this programme of renewal: It is a question of taking to heart our identity as consecrated persons, dedicated by vow to the primacy of God and the following of Christ obedient, poor and chaste, totally at the disposal of the Spirit, and precisely on account of this totally dedicated to the young. It is an identity to be lived with joy and to be visibly demonstrated in evangelising zeal, in love for the salvation of souls, in pastoral enthusiasm, that draw their inspiration from Don Bosco’s plan of life da mihi animas, cetera tolle. Our identity therefore ought to be clearly seen in the fire of apostolic passion. (Letter of the Fr Pascual Chavez dated June 24, 2008) The fact that we also have our Provincial Chapter VII around this time, will be an added aid in this process of renewal and rededication.
Flood relief and rehabilitation
As informed earlier, we have been reaching out to the victims of the floods in Kurnool, Mahboobnagar and Vijayawada through the Regional Conference of Religious of India (CRI-Hyderabad) and other zealous NGOs. The development Office of the Province, Bosco Seva Kendra (BSK) has been actively involved in this noble endeavour. Besides gathering funds and basic amenities, BSK has been coordinating the relief and rehabilitation work with the CRI, concerned Dioceses and NGOs. At this moment I would like to place on record my sincere thanks to those few Salesian communities which willingly came forward with their generous contribution for the flood victims. It is rather humbling to note that our school children at Ravulapalem, Punganur, Wyra and Sanathnagar collected and contributed large sums of money for this noble cause. The Brothers from Don Bosco Philosophate, Karunapuram spent a week each, in two batches, in a sense of solidarity with the flood victims of the badly affected interior areas of Kurnool. I hope every community will do their bit at the earliest. As of now, the need of the affected people and places is a long term rehabilitation support by way of education, housing and livelihood. Efforts are on to assist them in this sphere. I appreciate and congratulate Fr Bellamkonda Sudhakar, director of BSK, for spearheading the relief work, especially with the students of our Philosophate from Karunapuram. 
Provincial Chapter VII
We just concluded the preparatory session of our Provincial Chapter VII (PC7). It was an opportune moment in arriving at a synthesis in view of the Chapter proper. The main task of the meeting was to work towards a better synthesis of the evaluation of GC 26, Organic Provincial Plan (OPP) and the scope of the houses. Another task of the meet was to initiate a process of working towards financial self-sustainability in the Province.  I sincerely thank Fr A.M. Jose sdb (Director of DB Tech, India), Ms Minu (DB Indian Team member) and Mr George Pannikkar (Development Consultant) for their valuable support and guidance in the latter endeavour. The Chapter proper commences on Nov. 30, 2009, and the intervening days offer us a chance to fine tune our ideas and insights so as to be better prepared for the final gathering. 

Provincial Councillor
Last month through an official communication from the Generalate, the Rector Major and his General Council approved the election of Fr Jose Maliekal as Provincial Councillor for a second term (2009-2012). We congratulate him and wish him the best as he continues his role as animator and consulter at the Province level. 

Congratulations and Thanks
The Youth Meet which was held in BIRDY, Hyderabad on October 17 and 18, 2009, drew nearly 100 young people from all over the state and was an exciting event with a very promising future. On behalf of the Province, I congratulate the Youth animation team, led by Mr Anthik, for its active role in planning and organising this meet. 
Fr Filiberto Gonzalez (General Councillor for Social Communication) and Fr Julian Fox (Secretary of the Communication department, Rome) were in the Province for six days (Oct. 25-30, 2009) animating the meeting of the BOSCOM. The meeting was an occasion to review our animation structures and draw up guidelines for our Communication sector in South Asia, especially by a review of the role and responsibility of the Communication delegate, the editor of the Salesian Bulletin and the animators of our Communication centres. It was locally coordinated by the Communication Commission. 
Upcoming events

Golden Jubilee of the Guwahati Province
This year the Salesian Province of Guwahati celebrates the golden Jubilee of its foundation. The celebration is made special and meaningful by the presence of Fr Pascual Chavez, the Rector Major himself. He will be in Guwahati and Shillong from November 7 to 10, 2009. We heartily extend to the Provincial and all the confreres of the Province our sincere greetings and wishes on reaching this landmark in its journey with and for the young of the north-east. 
National Seminar on Human Rights
A national seminar on human rights is being coordinated by the DBYA and YaR commission from November 11-13, 2009 at Don Bosco Provincial House, New Delhi. From our Province, Fr Santiagu Thomas, Fr Remalla Thomas, Fr Banda Suresh and Mr Venkat (staff of PARA, Ravulapalem) will be participating in this seminar. Fr Pallithanam Thomas, Fr Koshy Thomas and Fr Tharakan John are part of the resource team. 
Workshop on Education and Human Rights
A two day Seminar cum workshop on education and human rights will be conducted at Don Bosco Philosophate, Karunapuram on 27 - 28 November, 2009. Titled 'Reimagining Education in Andhra Pradesh - Education towards Empowering Identities and Communities' the workshop is planned and conducted jointly by the Formation Commission and the Justice and Peace Commission of the Province. It is animated by Ms Rekha Pappu, Director of Anveshi Centre for research and Empowerment and assisted by her colleagues and Fr Pallithanam Thomas. All those involved directly in the ministry of education, and others interested too, are warmly recommended to participate in this Province level seminar. 
PC 7 and Provincial Community day
We commence the Provincial Chapter VII on November 30, 2009 and conclude with the Provincial Community day on December 4, 2009.  We shall have the whole programme in Hyderabad itself. Specific details of the PC 7 schedule shall be made known to you by Fr Madanu Rayappa, the moderator. 
Feast of Philip Rinaldi
On December 5th we commemorate the feast of Bl. Philip Rinaldi, the third successor of Don Bosco and of whom was said, “… but for his voice, he was Don Bosco!”
Golden Jubilee of Fr Chinnappa Thomas
On December 12, 2009 we shall celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Fr Chinnappa Thomas. Being the house he initiated, it will be meaningful to celebrate his fidelity and generosity to the Lord for his 50 years as a Salesian at Don Bosco Premnivas, Mangalagiri.

Prayers requested
Fr Kannadipara Mathew, the rector of Don Bosco Ongole suffered a heart attack a few weeks ago. He is currently in Hyderabad awaiting tests prior to an open heart surgery to remove a blockage from the artery leading to his heart. Kindly keep him in your valuable prayers. 

Fr Manthuruthil Abraham is still undergoing treatment for cancer at Hyderabad. Our fraternal prayers will assist his speedy recovery. 
Month of the Holy Souls
In this month of November, specially dedicated to the Holy Souls, the Church reminds us of our obligation to pray for the deceased. Besides our own dear ones who have already left this world, we have several Salesians who have gone before us, having laboured with and among us. We gratefully remember them all during this month. On November 25 we are also specially reminded of our obligation to remember our parents who are no more with us. I strongly exhort that this month, especially the date mentioned above, be commemorated with due reverence and piety. 

Finally dear confreres, by the end of this month we already enter into the holy season of Advent. We are also in the last month of the Salesian Holy Year, the second novitiate, in preparation to re-consecrate ourselves on December 18. The season of Advent with its characteristics of true conversion, should also urge us once again to renew ourselves in our Salesian vocation and make us revive our life and mission with the passion and zeal of Don Bosco. 
Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel SDB
Provincial
TRAVELOGUE OF THE PROVINCIAL
November 2009 
01-03

Provincial House, Hyderabad 
04-05

Preparatory session PC7

06

Provincial House, Hyderabad

07-10

Golden Jubilee of the Province of Guwahati, SHC Shillong
11-12

JEW meeting, Delhi
14-19

Provincial House, Hyderabad
20-24

APV Koraput – PB Palli – DBNJ, Vizag, Kondadaba 

26

Provincial Council, Hyderabad

27-30

Provincial House, Hyderabad
30- Dec. 3
Provincial Chapter 7
Dec. 4
Provincial Community day, Hyderabad
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