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   December 29, 2009
Dear Confreres, 
Joyful Christmas greetings from Don Bosco Provincial house, Hyderabad. 
Fr Raminedi Balaraju nominated as our new Provincial 

It is with great joy that I announce to you the appointment of our dear Fr Raminedi Balaraju as the new Provincial of the Salesian Province of St Joseph, Hyderabad. On behalf of all the confreres of the Province, it is my privilege to express our hearty congratulations and wish that God bestow His choicest blessings of wisdom and understanding upon him, to enable him, to fulfill the task, which is entrusted to him with ardent fidelity to Don Bosco and lead our Province towards a glorious future in all aspects of its life. 

Born on April 25, 1965, Fr Balaraju hails from Ramadurgam (Kurnool district) of Andhra Pradesh. He first came in touch with the Salesians while doing his ITI at St Antony’s, Kadapa. He joined the Salesians in 1987 when he made his first profession at Kotagiri. Later he completed his philosophical studies at Sonada (1987-1989) and CTI at Gindi (Tamilnadu). After a two year Practical training in Kadapa itself, he started his theological studies at KJC, Bangalore. Being ordained a Priest on December 29, 1995 he served in various capacities in the Salesian communities of Guntur, Kadapa and Hyderabad (Provincial house). He also has completed his studies in Spirituality in Rome (2004-2006). He was elected Vice-Provincial in the year 2007 and was also the Moderator of the previous Provincial Chapter (2007). Subsequently he was elected as the delegate of the Province to the General Chapter XVI (2008). 

God has endowed him with all the necessary qualities of a leader: a good religious with an unassuming simplicity, a decisive way of living his life, affable to all and above everything, a man imbued with the spirit of prayer. His experience as leader of the communities in the Province, as Vice Provincial and as Moderator of the Provincial Chapter VI and the various other responsibilities of animation he carried out will certainly take him a long way in animating and guiding the Province. Besides these, his qualifications in spirituality and other secular fields will be an added asset to the Province. I thank God for the gift of Fr Balaraju as the new leader of our Province. 

I am immensely grateful to our Rector Major for appointing him as our new Provincial. I thank Fr Balaraju for accepting this demanding responsibility on behalf of our Province. As he prepares himself for this delicate task of guiding the charism and mission of our father and founder Don Bosco in our province, let us all pledge him our support, prayers and whole-hearted collaboration. The specific details of the installation shall be made known to you at the earliest.

Strenna 2010 

On the occasion of the centenary of the death of Don Michael Rua, who was totally faithful to Don Bosco and to his charism, the Rector Major now invites the whole Salesian Family to act as a real movement of disciples and apostles of Jesus and to be committed to the evangelisation of the young, through his Strenna 2010. The Strenna takes its cue from the year of St Paul and from the Synod on the Word of God and has as its basis the passage in St Luke about the disciples on the way to Emmaus. This passage, on account of the contents and the method, is seen as a model for the evangelisation of the young: 
“Sir, we want to see Jesus”
In imitation of Don Rua,
as authentic disciples and zealous apostles
let us bring the Gospel to the young.
The Rector Major then goes on to suggest some means of putting the Strenna into practice at the local and Province level. He exhorts the local and Provincial Consultative groups to reflect on and re-think the pastoral approach, so as to make effective the choices regarding the  centrality of the proposal of Jesus Christ, personal and community witness, the  reciprocal relationship between education and evangelisation, attention to the variety of circumstances and the involvement of families. This would call for better ways to plan and organize together experiences of the evangelization of the young. We as a Province have already embarked in this direction with our collaboration with the Salesian Family. However much more can be done to mobilise and form local units in every community.
The 150th anniversary celebrations
The celebration of the 150th anniversary of the founding of our Salesian Congregation too was a very significant moment in the renewal process of our commitment. In spite of the various adverse political factors, communities and confreres were actively involved in the commemoration of the day. My sincere thanks to the Vice-Provincial, Fr Balaraju for coordinating the various annual events planned and organised in view of this gracious moment. May the spirit of renewal that has been infused in us through these celebrations be a continued source of inspiration and strength to carry on our mission with greater efficacy. 

Provincial Chapter VII
The Provincial Chapter VII of the Province concluded on December 4, 2009 with the Provincial Community day. I take this opportunity to sincerely thank Fr Madanu Rayappa the Moderator of the PC7 for his hard work and coordination to make the Chapter an enriching experience for all involved. I also express my gratitude, on behalf of the Province, to the Pre-capitular commission and every member of the Chapter proper. Indeed the prayers we have raised to God Almighty for the success of the Chapter have been answered. Besides the evaluation of the implementation of the GC26, the revision of the OPP and the discussions on self-sustainability, the Chapter did arrive at several concrete and relevant deliberations. The final document is being reviewed by the drafting committee and will soon be sent to the Generalate for approval. 

Congratulations to the newly Ordained
On behalf of the Province I heartily congratulate the newly ordained (and those who would be soon ordained) Priests for our Province: Godugunuru Chinnappa, Thomas Aquinas, Yeruva Arogya, Yeruva Pradeep, Gopu Peter, Pasala Bhaskar and Nagothu Balakishore. I also take this opportunity to thank the formation communities of Kristu Jyoti College, Bangalore and Sacred Heart theological College, Shillong for their dedicated follow up of these new Priests during the last four years. 
Upcoming events

Month of Don Bosco

In a couple of days we commence the month dedicated to Don Bosco. If the feast of Christmas that we just celebrated was an occasion to remind ourselves of the love the Father had for the whole humanity, the feast of Don Bosco provides us with a greater focus of living that love for the young people, to whom we have dedicated our life to. Moreover with the new year, comes new hopes and resolutions. Before we leap into the year that awaits us, we also need to review that what has gone by, so as to make necessary changes in our approach. Faithful to Don Bosco and his charism, we need to ever be alert to the changing needs of the youth and respond accordingly. 

Reminder: Assessment forms
Kindly note that the second assessment of the temporary professed Salesians is to reach the Provincial office by Jan. 15, 2010. The rectors of the respective houses are exhorted to take the necessary steps in ensuring that these forms are diligently filled in by the community. We do understand that this process is one of the valuable means of accompanying our young Salesians as they mature in their Salesian vocation. 

Feast of St Francis de Sales 
On January 24, 2010 we celebrate the feast of St Francis de Sales, the patron of our society. The values he lived by and inspired our founder, Don Bosco are meaningful especially in today’s scenario where the reality always challenges us to be authentic to our religious calling.  
Commemoration of the deceased Salesians

On February 2, as every year, we commemorate the deceased members of our Salesian Society. Along with the numerous Salesians who have preceded us for their eternal reward, we in a special way remember Fr John Varricat, Br Gabriel Fernandez and Fr Benjamin Puthota. 

Annual retreat 
The final annual retreat of this academic year is from February 8 to 13, 2010. Fr Kunduru Joji SJ is the animator of the same. All those who have not yet made their retreat for this year are to attend this retreat. 
Sincere condolences

On November 30, 2009 we received the sad news of the demise of Fr Maddhichetty Rayappa. He was 75 years old and belonged to the Salesian Province of Chennai. Besides being affectionately remembered by a few early batches of students from KJC, Bangalore (of which he was the Rector), Fr Rayappa too will be remembered by some younger Salesians as he helped out the community of Don Bosco Philosophate, Karunapuram for Confessions for sometime. We express our solidarity and condolences to the Provincial and confreres of Chennai Province too. 
YOU TOUCHED MY LIFE, THANK YOU… 
Dear confreres, as I conclude my last Circular and as my six-year term as Provincial is fast approaching an end, a sense of amazement and gratitude overwhelm me. First of all, I am moved by a deep sense of thankfulness to God, who has been faithful in helping me fulfil the task, which He entrusted to me. 

At times, towards the end of Don Bosco’s life, he spent long hours celebrating the Holy Eucharist and his eyes were often filled with tears. Explaining about these moments Don Bosco would say, “I was moved with an intense sense of gratitude for the wonders and marvels God and Mary Help of Christians have done through me to the congregation.” In my humble way I would testify to the same feelings as to how God and our Blessed Mother have guided me in all what I have done in the past six years. Now it is a moment of counting the blessings, the Lord has showered on the Province and testify to His unconditional love and faithfulness. 

We are all consciously involved in the process of knowing, loving and imitating our Father and founder, Don Bosco. Personally I see in our beloved Rector Major, Fr Pascual Chavez a living model of one who knows, loves and imitates Don Bosco. He unceasingly leads us in the spirit of Don Bosco, in the path of Holiness. It is he who entrusted to me this prime task and stood by me through his timely guidance, encouraging support and fraternal prayers. Though the moments I met him personally were very few, I could always feel his proximate enlivening presence. His visits and focused animation along with the past and present members of the general council were moments of enthusiasm and reinforcing the gift of our Salesian vocation. I sincerely thank our Rector Major for his generous support. I express my sincere sentiments of gratitude to Fr Joaquim D’Souza and Fr Maria Arokiam Kanaga, our Regional Councillors who accompanied me closely during these past years. I acknowledge with gratitude the unfailing constant support of the members of the General council collectively and individually, especially those who visited our province.

I would like to place on record a debt of gratitude to the two former Provincials of our Province: our first Provincial and pioneer of our Province Fr Benjamin Puthota, whose recent sudden demise sunk us in deep sorrow and Fr Medabalimi Balaswamy, who have both toiled hard to lay the foundation and consolidated of our Province in a short span of twelve years.

In the past six years of animation and administration of the Province, I would say I counted on my close collaborators: the Provincial Council. The two Vice Provincials, Fr Kondaveeti Rajanna and Fr Raminedi Balaraju, and the two Economers, Fr Thekkekara Antony and Fr Thottiyil Thomas, were my closest collaborators. The other Provincial councillors too ably carried out their respective roles and supported me in shouldering various responsibilities of animation and administration in the Province. I thank them all for making the council meetings, held practically every month, moments of meaningful prayer, discernment, decision making, fraternal communion, joy and humour. The growth we have witnessed is the fruit of these meetings and discussions. I thank Fr Simon Manjooran, Fr Bellamkonda Sudhakar and Fr Raminedi Balaraju who were part time secretaries for their committed service. I express my appreciation and thanks to Br Vincent Castilino, who with his multifarious abilities shared much of my official work. The provincial secretaries, who served the Province during my tenure, made my job much easier and lighter.

We have many exemplary senior confreres, the Rectors and leaders of communities whom I thank in a special way for their commitment and readiness to serve. Needless to say most of them, due to paucity of personnel in the communities, have held various tasks and have made efforts in the communities to lead and animate in the Salesian way. My sincere THANKS for the great cooperation and support I received from each and every confrere of this Province.

As I already recorded in the report of the state of Province (during the PC7), the Province is what it is today due to the collective effort of every confrere. Your dedication and spirit of faith have often made me feel small in front of you. I often felt unworthy of the trust you placed in me. Most of you made my task of assigning the apostolic ministries as a pleasant one. Thanks to each one of you for your generous availability, willingness to work zealously and readiness to sacrifice yourselves selflessly.

Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground it does not bear fruit. I recall with affection and a sense of gratitude those confreres of our Province who have laid down their lives, after their dedicated service. May God grant Fr Varricatt John, Br Gabriel Fernandez and Fr Benjamin Puthota eternal rest and may they intercede for us from their heavenly abode.

The Provincial chapters V and VI set the priorities for growth and development of the life and mission of the Province. The Provincial level animation programmes, Provincial visitations, the animation by the Provincial commissions and animation centres (BIRDY, PARA, BOSCO ASHRAM, DHISHA, BIRD, DB DIGITS) of the Province have certainly contributed to the growth of the Province. 

Though the financial resources were scarce in the province, I can firmly ascertain that Divine Providence has been always very generous in providing timely resources to realize all our interventions for the cause of the poor youth. The prolific development by way of establishing required infrastructure for offering various services in many sectors was ably facilitated to a large extent by Bosco Seva Kendra (BSK) and with the initiatives of individual confreres. Thanks to the committed and dynamic services of Fr Thekkekara Antony and Fr Bellamkonda Sudhakar. I acknowledge our indebtedness to them and many other confreres for the vital role they have played in all the works of our Province. I would like to acknowledge with thanks our good benefactors who have been consistently supporting us. Furthermore, during the years of my stay in the Provincial house, all the confreres of the Provincial House have been a great support for me in a special way. I also remember with gratitude all the office and domestic staff.

The oft spoken topic today is Networking. We have been beneficiaries of networking in the international level with the Salesian Congregation which is part of the vast movement of the Salesian Family in the world. In the national and Province level there are many individuals and institutions who in very many ways form part of our Province and who have stood by and collaborated with us especially in our apostolate during these six-years: the members of the SPCSA especially the Provincials, the members of the Salesian family especially the FMA and MSMHC Sisters, the co-operators and the past pupils, the staff of our communities and apostolic projects, the resource persons who have animated us on various occasions and various NGOs and Government Organizations. There are many more who have been supporting us with their valuable prayers. Let us reach out and enhance this network of relationships so that we can have a greater impact on the society to touch lives of many more young people who need our meaningful and efficacious presence.

Six years ago we envisaged to build and uphold the good of the individual confreres, to make every community a place of communion and centre of salvation for the young and the Province as a movement of the young with Gospel values. I am aware, though much has been done in this perspective, we have not fully succeeded. I deeply regret and apologize if I have hurt any of you knowingly or unknowingly in my dealings with you while fulfilling the task which was entrusted to me. I sincerely affirm that I do not hold any grudge against any of you.

My special thanks to all who prayed for the well being of the Province during the past six years. I mention it here specially remembering many persons who assured me their daily prayers. I know prayers have worked wonders, especially in moments of grave difficulties. I have felt the power of prayer and I can bear witness to this concretely. I trust these prayers will continue to help us all stay on the right course and be attuned to our Divine call. 

There is the story of a young boy who loved his jeans. He would not part with it even though it was old and mended many times by his mother. One day the mother found to her surprise, her son wearing the same pants with a big patch, and the words “Thank you Mom” stitched on it. Reflecting this story in my life, I have done all I could, with my limitations, to reach out to you, but I do not know if I have touched your lives. On the other hand, dear confreres I thank each and everyone you, for certainly you have touched my life and I feel honoured. 

As I conclude, I feel happy and confident about the future of the Province. God who has called us, is always faithful; He will work wonders if we allow Him to work through us. Only being in His presence, discerning His ways day after day will help us march ahead confidently in the face of doubts and trials. Mary Help of Christians, St Joseph, the beloved patron of our Province and Don Bosco are our models; we need to continue to emulate them in our pilgrimage of Salesian holiness for the salvation of the young.

Our Province has been growing from strength to strength in all the dimensions of its life and mission. We all need to believe in a glorious and bright future ahead and make it a reality. We are sons of a Divine Dreamer. Let us dream and make real a united, vibrant and committed Province which will continue the legacy of Don Bosco, as a prophecy for the thousands of young people.

I wish all of you a very happy feast of Don Bosco!

Yours affectionately in Don Bosco,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel sdb
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