Fr. Mark Hyde Visits Port-au-Prince, Jan. 22
Fr. Mark Hyde traveled to Port-au-Prince today for a planning meeting with the SDB provincial councils Haiti and the Antilles and the FMAs; a picture of the SDBs is attached. Fr. Mark plans to communicate the results tomorrow. (In the photo, from left: Frs. Juan Linares, Ducange Sylvain, Jacques Charles, Mark Hyde, Victor Pichardo; we think we also have Franklin Orega’s legs and Bro. Alberto Rodriguez’s head. And we’re guessing that Fr. Zucchi Olibrice took the picture.)
Fr. Mark visited Fr. Attilio Stra in the hospital in Santo Domingo. A photo of them with Fr. Pichardo and the Haitian brother who has accompanied Fr. Stra is attached. (The only coadjutor brother who was in Port-au-Prince besides Bro. Hubert Sanon, who died, is Bro. Hubert Mesidor from the Fleuriot-Tabarre community; so perhaps that is he.)
Gianluca Antonelli, executive director of International Volunteers for Development (VIS), has offered a part of the financial and technical support for an osmosis water purifying system with capacity to filter up to 7,000 liters of salty water per day. The technical support offered also includes a permanent internet connection via satellite by the provider Signis.
VIS has had a photographer, Beatrice Giorgi, in Port-au-Prince for several days. Several of her photos have already appeared through ANS (the Salesians news agency at HQ in Rome). With this news summary a zip file of her pictures should also be attached. Unfortunately, the shots that do have captions are in Italian. They include several shots of the refugee camp set up at the Salesian school of Carrefour-Thorland; boys with report cards; Fr. Pierre Lephene, including one where he is “dissuading street kids from looting the school”; and removing rubble by hand.
Don Bosco Prep of Ramsey, N.J. has engaged in an active publicity campaign with local media. An article on January 20 in northern New Jersey’s Record newspaper (“Don Bosco Prep mourns losses at Haitian school belonging to same Catholic order”
http://www.northjersey.com/news/011910_Don_Bosco_Prep_mourns_losses_at_Haitian_school_belonging_to_same_Catholic_order.html ) led to extensive coverage of Thursday's school Masses by The Record, Suburban News, 1010 WINS (biggest AM radio station in New York, with the largest number of listeners in the U.S.); Cablevision's News Channel 12 New Jersey; FOX Channel 5; WMBC-TV; NBC News. On January 22 Fr. Louis Molinelli, the school’s director, was interviewed about Haiti by WABC News and Verizon FIOS TV.
FOX 5 NY | “NJ School Mourns Sister School in Haiti” (Jan. 21) 

http://www.myfoxny.com/dpp/news/local_news/new_jersey/100121-nj-school-mourns-sister-school-in-haiti 
Channel 12’s video: http://news12.com/articleDetail.jsp?articleId=242039&position=3&news_type=news&rand=21858084 

Since Wednesday afternoon (January 20), the alumni and parents of Don Bosco Prep have contributed nearly $15,000 to the Salesian relief efforts in Haiti. The school has received countless expressions of sympathy for the Salesians’ and their students’ losses in Haiti and. The alumni want the Salesians and the people of Haiti to know that they are in their prayers.

Salesian Missions logistics personnel have received confirmation that the first three containers from Cross International are ready to be shipped.  The port of arrival is yet to be determined, as the port of Barahona is not a designated international seaport. 

After Salesian Missions communicated with the UN Logistics Clusters, they confirmed the installation of a UN General Coordination Center in Barahona with distribution center in Jimani.  It is probable that Fr. Mark will extend his stay in Santo Domingo for a few more days. In light of this, a local coordination meeting is being worked on to use UN transportation means as part of Salesian relief efforts. 
A bill has passed Congress to allow donations made to a U.S. charitable organization, such as Salesian Missions, for Haiti between January 12 and February 28 to be taken as tax deductions for 2009. The President is expected to sign the bill into law. See http://bucks.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/01/22/donations-to-haiti-may-be-tax-deduticble-for-2009/?scp=1&sq=%22Haiti%22%20and%20%22tax%22&st=cse
Germany’s Misereor plans to send two architects to Port-au-Prince next month.

Salesian Missions’ Web page (www.salesiansmissions.org) has been updated to include news and photos from Haiti and press releases that are readily accessible. News updates are posted daily at the New Rochelle Province Web site (www.salesians.org).

Some other video links:

NBC/MSNBC | “Cite Soleil's best and brightest buried in mission school” (Jan. 21) – appeared on MSNBC homepage 

http://www.thegrio.com/2010/01/cite-soleils-best-and-brightest-buried-in-mission-school.php 

(They filmed at ENAM – great piece. We are hoping the network will pick this up as a national feature)

Lohud.com (NY Hudson Valley) “A school turned graveyard” (Jan. 21) 

http://religion.lohudblogs.com/2010/01/20/a-school-turned-graveyard/  (That entry followed one on Jan. 19, part of “Reflections on one life lost.”)
Wall Street Journal | “U.S. churches look for their own in Haiti” (Jan. 18) 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB30001424052748703569004575009913307758180.html 

CNN | “Hatians lean on their faith” (Jan. 17) 

http://www.cnn.com/video/ - Look for the specific video (They show the first Sunday Mass at St. Jean Bosco church)
“Salesian Missions Hit Hard in Port-au-Prince, Frantically Working to Provide Aid as Humanitarian Workers Become Victims and Among Missing” http://www.prweb.com/releases/2010/01/prweb3452224.htm 
A couple of minor corrections of past news summaries: the Spanish Salesian NGO’s proper name is Jóvenes y Desarrollo. Salesian Missions has usually called the late Fr. Bohnen’s schools  “Mini Schools” (just a variant translation of Petites Ecoles, of course).
And a clarification: ENAM housed not only the main kitchen for the Fr. Bohnen Mini Schools but also their administrative offices. All that was wiped out.

