Thinking and acting – about the Web in general, and Haiti in particular
Writing from Rome today in the new service of the East Asia-Oceania Region of the Congregation, Fr. Julian Fox calls upon the provinces to take “a brief pause for thought and maybe some action….”
“Today, for one reason or another, we needed to check on some Haiti material, and we turned quickly to the Salesian official websites (i.e., province websites) around the world.  It was a bit of a shock, really.  One might think, given a Rector Major’s strongest appeal ever to the entire Congregation, the need to galvanize an already aid-weary public and so forth, that Salesian websites worldwide would hit you in the eye with the needs of our brothers and sisters in Haiti.”

Fr. Julian found several shocks – all the more shocking, given that he works with Fr. Filiberto Gonzalez in the Communications Department of the Society at HQ.  Shock no. 1 was that some provinces have changed the URL/DNS of the Websites and not informed said department of that fact, meaning of course that it will be incorrectly listed in various places and therefore won’t be found.

Shock no. 2 was that at least one province “has simply let a former DNS go and not properly closed it” with the “inevitable” result that it has “been taken over by somebody advertising something which that province might prefer it didn’t -- at least in its name!”

A word (or two) to the wise!

Fr. Julian singles out our New Rochelle Province, particularly regarding Haiti, as being able to “offer some ideas to others.  We do want young people to see Jesus, and just for now let’s imagine he is visiting Haiti!  The two can easily appear on the same page.”
Then after noting that he’s not critiquing all the community/work Websites of the Congregation, which the Communications Department couldn’t possibly do, Fr. Julian asks whether all the communities and provinces shouldn’t pause, review what they’re doing with their Websites, and take corrective steps if they are warranted.
He concludes: “The criterion, at least for this writer, is a pretty simple one:  If I open a Website and I cannot see ‘Haiti’ somewhat prominently in some form or other, and a link that takes me to more on the same, without needing to scroll, then I judge that the Website does not wish to or has not thought to promote this particular cause. All our Websites are very public. They can be a powerful medium in the public arena, and if anyone were to follow the same route, i.e. check what the ‘collective’ Salesian Web view might be on this issue, then....”
Two “News Briefs” from Catholic News Service on Jan. 25 

show that the Pope “gets it,” and so does Caritas

Pope praises rapid, generous response to victims of quake in Haiti 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Benedict XVI praised the rapid and generous response from the international community toward the people of Haiti and the bravery of all those who engaged in on-the-ground rescue efforts. The Pope's comments came in two telegrams sent Jan. 16 and published on Jan. 25. The telegrams were addressed to Archbishop Louis Kebreau, SDB, of Cap-Haitien, president of the Haitian bishops' conference, to Haitian President Rene Preval. Pope Benedict expressed his hopes that the generosity being shown toward Haiti would continue and would reach and offer relief to those in need.

Caritas official: Agencies must gear up to help Haitians in long term

LIMA, Peru (CNS) -- Nearly two weeks after the Haitian earthquake, Catholic aid agencies must gear up to provide longer-term food, housing and health care assistance to people who lost their homes and possessions. But even the massive amount of aid pouring into the country is dwarfed by the overwhelming needs of people who lost their homes, families, jobs and possessions in the Jan. 12 quake, said Hector Hanashiro, Caritas emergency coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean. "There is still a great lack of assistance," Hanashiro told Catholic News Service in an e-mail interview. "There are not enough donations for the 3 million people who have been affected and more than 200,000 injured survivors of the earthquake. About 2 million people were affected in Port-au-Prince, and 1 million more in other cities, including Jacmel, Gressier, Carrefour and Petit-Goave, Hanashiro said. Some 500,000 people who lost their homes are living in makeshift camps around the Haitian capital, he said. "There are specific high-risk groups that need assistance, including pregnant women, people with chronic illnesses, children who have been orphaned, and people who were injured and who, because of trauma and complications, have had to have limbs amputated," Hanashiro said.

News, Jan. 26

Grassroots Project
This is a letter Georgetown U. student (?) Jessica Sauer to Adam Rudin, today (Jan. 26):

Thank you for the latest updates and for the article on Fr. Bohnen.  This information helped me construct a brochure that will be distributed with donation jars in my community in D.C.  (A group of students from my school have formed a Haiti Relief group (CRHRI) and we are planning ways we can fundraise for the Salesians.)  I have attached it as well -- if you have any comments on it, please let me know.  I tried to get as much information as I could off Salesian websites and from the updates I have received.   I am so glad that the Salesians have committed to the long-term relief and rebuilding efforts -- they will be much needed in their communities.  

I have also attached the volunteer relief form and my resumé.  As I said earlier, I would me more than happy to help in any way possible.  

CRHRI’s brochure is attached here too – for your information, edification, or copping ideas from!

Corrections
Fr. Mark has sent two corrections/revisions to information that he sent yesterday from Santo Domingo.

1. Sandals Foundation and Sandals Resorts might be able to defray the cost of “school in a box” kits for Salesian students in Haiti.

2. The 300,000 chorine tablets donated by IWAO through JDW, and the locally procured medications donated by Salesian parishes in the D.R. are still at the provincial house awaiting papers and clearance for entry into Haiti.
