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    July 2, 2009
Dear Confreres, 
Cordial greetings from Don Bosco Provincial house, Hyderabad. 
Year of the Priest

On the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, June 19, 2009 the Holy Father, Benedict XVI decided to inaugurate a ‘Year for Priests’ in celebration of the 150th anniversary of the death of John Mary Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests worldwide.  The year, meant to deepen the commitment of all priests to interior renewal for the sake of a more forceful and incisive witness to the Gospel in today’s world, will conclude on the same solemnity in 2010.  The letter written by the Holy Father is a beautiful exhortation to all Priests drawing inspiration from the life and works of John Mary Vianney. Here are a few extracts from the same: 

“The priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus,” the saintly Curé of Ars would often say.  This touching expression makes us reflect, first of all, with heartfelt gratitude on the immense gift which priests represent, not only for the Church, but also for humanity itself.  But this gift comes with its own responsibilities. This ‘gift’ entails that you now become a gift to others. “The priest is not a priest for himself, he is a priest for you,” were the firm words of this saint to his parishioners. 
Without doubt it can be said that Saint John Mary Vianney taught his parishioners primarily by the witness of his life.  It was from his example that they learned to pray, halting frequently before the tabernacle for a visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. This deep personal identification with the Sacrifice of the altar led him to the confessional. In his time the Curé of Ars was able to transform the hearts and the lives of so many people because he enabled them to experience the Lord’s merciful love.  
 This stemmed from his firm conviction that, “All good works, taken together, do not equal the sacrifice of the Mass” – he would say – “since they are human works, while the Holy Mass is the work of God”.

Finally a word about the practice of the evangelical vows:   He considered this the golden rule for a life of obedience: “Do only what can be offered to the good Lord.”  Only obedience and a thirst for souls convinced him to remain at his post.  As he explained to himself and his flock: “There are no two good ways of serving God.  There is only one: serve him as he desires to be served.”  Finally, Saint John Mary Vianney’s obedience found full embodiment in his conscientious fidelity to the daily demands of his ministry.  We know how he was tormented by the thought of his inadequacy for parish ministry and by a desire to flee “in order to bewail his poor life, in solitude.”  His chastity, too, was that demanded of a priest for his ministry.  It could be said that it was a chastity suited to one who must daily touch the Eucharist, who contemplates it blissfully and with that same bliss offers it to his flock.  It was said of him that “he radiated chastity”; the faithful would see this when he turned and gazed at the tabernacle with loving eyes.  At the end of his life, he could say with absolute tranquility: “I no longer have anything.  The good Lord can call me whenever he wants!”  When he lacked money, he would say amiably to the poor who knocked at his door: “Today I’m poor just like you, I’m one of you.”  As he would explain: “My secret is simple: give everything away; hold nothing back.” his families of modest means.  Consequently, he “was rich in giving to others and very poor for himself”.The Curé of Ars lived the evangelical counsels in a way suited to his priestly state. His poverty was not the poverty of a religious or a monk, but that proper to a priest: while managing much money (since well-to-do pilgrims naturally took an interest in his charitable works), he realized that everything had been donated to his church, his poor, his orphans, the girls of his ‘Providence’ (the name given to the house where more than sixty abandoned girls were taken in and educated),
These few quotes and words of inspiration from the life of St Vianney offer us a lot for reflection, especially those of us ordained for Christ and His people. While many a grace has been showered upon us, we are called to share that with all, especially those deprived and marginalized. All this is possible only when we are willing to really encounter the Lord, personally. In the concluding paragraph of his letter, the Holy Father, uses a very gripping word as an exhortation. He asks each one of us to be ‘enthralled’ by Him who has called us to be His ministers. Only in this way will we be able to transform the world by being heralds of hope, reconciliation and peace. 

Provincial Chapter 7
In my circular for the month of April 2009 I had convoked the Provincial Chapter 7 (PC7) and given a brief description about the same during the Rectors’ meeting held on June 6, 2009 as well. I am hereby happy to announce that Fr Madanu Rayappa has been appointed as the Moderator of PC 7 by the Provincial Council. The Pre-Capitular committee consisting of Fr Kuthanapallil Sebastian, Fr Chinnabathuni Louis, Fr Raminedi Balaraju, Fr Tharakan John and Fr Pallithanam Thomas is already at work. The moderator will soon get in touch with the communities to set in motion, the Chapter and its main goal of evaluating the implementation of the GC 26. 

Provincial Visitation
I will soon be commencing the annual provincial visitation of the communities. As reminded to the Rectors during the annual Leaders’ meeting, I exhort all the confreres to come together, in your respective local communities, and prepare the various documents necessary for this occasion. The Visitation is also an occasion to evaluate our strengths and enforce them while paying due attention to the areas which need greater attention. Hence a sector-wise report of the various types of apostolates undertaken in each community would not be out of place. Fr Raminedi Balaraju, the Vice-Provincial is already visiting the communities to facilitate the preparation of the documents for the Provincial Visitation. Kindly have a look at the schedule as printed in the travelogue at the end of this circular. 

Animation Notes

Besides the Salesian Animation Notes from Bangalore, Fr Vice-Provincial has been circulating some animation material in view of the 150th year of the founding of the Congregation (the Salesian Holy Year). These could be utilized during the spiritual reading, days of monthly and tri-monthly recollection or the day of the community. 

Congratulations and Thanks
Human Rights workshop: Our sincere thanks to Fr Pallithanam Thomas and Fr Tharakan John for coordinating the workshop on Human Rights on June 4th and 5th, 2009. Fr Vice-Provincial too did play an important role in coordinating the meeting of the Rectors’ and leaders’ of the communities, held in the first week of June 2009. It was an enriching experience and a good platform to exchange ideas and draw inspiration from the various lay and religious persons invited to this meeting. 
Vocation Camps: At the end of the vocation camps that were held in the Province during the summer holidays, 43 boys were selected of which 30 have now joined the aspirantate at Gunadala. We wish them and the formators an enriching experience of discovering the Salesian vocation. My sincere thanks also to Fr Jeyaraj Alex and his vocation team which organised the camps. Thanks also to the various communities which hosted the regional vocation camps. 

School and college results: Congratulations to all our schools and colleges, management and students especially, for their efforts during the recently held final examinations. Though not all our schools secured the top marks or cent percent, in the X std board exams, I am happy that much good is being done, especially to those who truly cannot afford an education worth its name. 

Summer camps: A word of appreciation for all our communities which organised summer camps for the children of the neighbourhood and helped them gain proficiency in English or the use of computers and other soft skills. Sincere thanks also to all the students of philosophy and theology who helped out in organising these camps and programmes with the local communities. 

Successful completion of the Master’s thesis: Fr Chinnabathuni Showrilu completed his Master’s thesis titled ‘Elements of the Youth Apologetics and Pedagogy in the Five Educative Narrations of Don Bosco’ in Rome on June 15, 2009. Congratulations to him! He will be joining the novitiate community at Manoharabad by the end of August 2009. 

Upcoming events
Marian Month
From July 15th we commence the Marian month, a time we specially remember and venerate our Blessed Mother in view of the great feast of the Assumption. 
Death anniversary of Br Gabriel Fernandez
On July 22, 2009 we commemorate the second death anniversary of Br Gabriel Fernandez. Kindly do remember him in your prayers and may his intercession in heaven help us grow qualitatively and quantitatively in our Salesian vocation. 

Rectors’ and In-charges’ Retreat
The first annual retreat of the year will commence on July 27, 2009 at Don Bosco Provincial House at 10.00 am. Fr Benjamin Puthota, the first Provincial of our Province, will be animating this retreat. The retreat, though primarily meant for the Rectors and leaders of the communities, is open to all who wish to attend. It concludes on August 1, 2009. 
Consultation for Provincial Councillor 
Kindly remember that July 31, 2009 is the last date for sending in the consultation forms for the Provincial Councillor to the Provincial office. The Rectors are requested to remind the confreres to fulfil this task. 
Provincial Consultation
As announced earlier, the Regional Councillor for South Asia, Fr Maria Arokiam Kanaga will be in the Province from August 8, 2009 to animate the confreres for the Provincial Consultation. He would also be taking part in the SPCSA (August 9-12, 2009). The schedule of the Consultation programme is as follows: 

August 8, 2009: Gunadala (for the region of Vijayawada and Guntur) 10.00 am – 01.00 pm
August 13, 2009: Karunapuram   08.30 am – 11.30 am
August 13, 2009: Hyderabad   05.00 pm – 08.00 pm
August 14, 2009: Kadapa   10.00 am – 01.00 pm
You are requested to take note of these dates and be present for the occasion without fail. The consultation forms will be circulated through the Rectors of the various communities at the end of the Rectors’ retreat (July 27-August 1, 2009)

Condolences
· On May 22, 2009 Fr Edwin Santhanaraj, a young priest (31 years only) belonging to Tiruchy Province died in a fatal road accident in Tiruchy. He was knocked down by a lorry as he was crossing the road right in front of the Provincial house. Our sincere condolences to the Province and the dear beloved of the departed. 
· Fr Giuseppe Moja, a confrere of Mumbai Province passed away on May 26, 2009 in Arese, Milan. He worked as a missionary in India for nearly 65 years. The book Don Bosco: A new biography was translated into English by him. He spent his last few years in Matunga, at the Provincial house in Mumbai. 
· Heartfelt condolences to Cl. Benny Joseph and his family members at the demise of his Dad, Mr Clement Joseph, who passed away on June 4, 2009 at Hyderabad. He had been battling ill-health for nearly a year. May his soul rest in peace. 

· Fr Parokaran Jose, the rector of Don Bosco Kurnool, lost his father Mr Kunjuvarkey in the early hours of June 26, 2009. The funeral was held the following day in Kerala. We extend our deepest condolences and prayers to Fr PK Jose and his dear ones. 
· Our condolences to the Province of Guwahati which lost one of its senior conferes, Fr John Topno on June 30, 2009. He was 92 years old. May the good Lord grant him eternal rest. 

Information
· From June 5, 2009 the Salesian Chennai Province has started a new theologate at Becchi, Poonamallee. We wish them all the best in this academic and formative initiative, which attempts to further contextualise the study of theology in preparation for the Sacred Orders. 

· The Provincial house of the Tiruchy Province has a new address. It has been shifted to Kallukuzhy, a place very much in the heart of the city of Tiruchy. The former place at Manikandam will serve as an animation centre. 

· Frs Pallithazhathu Francis and Valiaparambil James are already in their second week of mission preaching in the United States. They would be back by the end of September 2009. 
· Fr Kuthanapallil Sebastian would be participating in the annual Missionary animation course to be held in Rome the later half of this year. 

· Fr Parokaran Jose will be attending the two and half month long  Salesiana course being organised at Don Bosco Renewal Centre, Bangalore from October 2009. 
I conclude repeating the words used by the Holy Father in his letter on the ‘Year for Priests’: ‘… let us be enthralled by Him who has called us to be His ministers.’ Let not our celebration of the Eucharist become a mere routine and our practices of piety a repetition of some acts. Let us rediscover the thrill of encountering Christ, every time, in all that we do, in the Church and in the world. In return he will continue to sustain our hope, strength and wisdom through His abundance of grace. May Mary our Mother, whom we love and venerate, show us the way! 

Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Fr Maddhichetty Noel SDB
Provincial
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